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CHAPTER ONE 
INTRODUCTION 
Statement of ~ Problem 
One of the words most frequently read in the newspapers and most 
often heard both on the radio and in ordinary conversation today is that 
highly emotionalized name, 11Russia". There can be no doubt but that 
Americans recognize the importance of this vast country, and there can be 
little question but that they feel that, fortunately or unfortunately, the 
future of the world depends to a tremendous extent upon our relations with 
that country. 
But emotionalism will not solve our problems. It will not teach us 
how to deal with the Soviet Union or how she intends . to deal with us. 
Whether another world war can still be averted or the two nations must come 
to clash, we will need to know a great deal about this nation. Only by 
increased knowledge on the part of a far greater number of our people can 
world peace be maintained, or if this knowledge is achieved too late, only 
by an understanding of the ene~ can that ene~ be defeated. The world has 
been made smaller physically and economically; this progress cannot be 
turned back. The ties already made must be supplemented by information. 
It is the purpose of this thesis to find out how much of this informa-
tion has been acquired by the boys and girls about to leave our public 
schools. The research was begun because of a feeling on the part of the 
writer that far too little is known by the average citizen about the Soviet 
Union, what she is today, and what in her past has made her present as it 
is. It was felt that probably not enough attention is being devoted to a 
study of the U.s.s.R. in the schools. vTilether this is because of the 
controversial nature of such a topic, a lack of knowledge on the part of 
teachers themselves, or any other cause possible to determine is not the 
concern of this study. It is intended merely to find out how much our 
young citizens know about one of the most important countries in the world 
today and to determine insofar as possible whether or not the public school 
are helping them to gain this knowledge. 
Justification of the Problem 
The desperate need for an understandi ng of Soviet psychology and 
Soviet aims has been voiced by many educat or s and government leaders in the 
past few years. James Bryant Conant in his book, Education in ~ Divided 
World, has expressed this need in the following statement: 
To deal with a person or group of persons intelligently one 
must have some idea of their presuppositions. Whether you 
take an optimistic or a pessimistic view of the chances of 
turning an armed truce into a peaceful competition of ide-
ologies, the fact remains that we must deal in one way or 
another with the fanatic yet capable followers of Lenin. 
Therefore, it behooves us to understand them. I repeat what 
was said in the concluding sedtion of the chapter on the 
university--we must study the Soviet philosophy, we must 
examine and debate the creed of the Communist Party as it 
has been formulated and defended both here and in foreign 
lands. Indeed, I would go so far as to say that this is 
the number one educational need of the present moment.l 
1. Conant, James Bryant, Education in a Divided World. Cambridge: 
Harvard University Press. 1948. pp:-215-216. 
==========~====================================================================~~' -~ 
As early as 1934 the Conclusions and Recommendations of the Comrnissio 
on the Soeial Studies of the American Historical Association included the 
following suggestion: 
The program of social science instruction should provide for 
a realistic study of the life, institutions, and cultures of 
the major peoples of the contemporary world, of the rivalries, 
the conflicts of interest, and the underlying causes of war 
among the nations, and of all efforts directed toward the 
promotion of international peace and the rational ordering of 
the life of mankind. In view of t he growing interdependence 
of the nations, the increasing significance of the Far East, 
and the rapid development of certain newer regions, relatively 
more attention should be given to Latin America, to Africa 
and particularly to Asia. (. • • ) The program of social 
science instruction should make generous provision for the 
thorough and judicial study of all the great theories, phi-
losophies, and programs, however radical or conservative 
they may appear, which have been designed to deal with the 
growing tensions and problems of industrial society.2 
In an address before the National Council for the Social Studies 
during its 1948 convention in St. Loui s John W. Studebaker, United States 
Commissioner of Education, said, "I believe that every pupil needs t o study 
the geography of the British Commonwealth, t he Soviet Union, Latin America, 
the Far East, Europe, and the United Stat es and i ts neighbors ,. 113 
At the same convention W. Linwood Chase made the subject of his 
presidential address, "Our Cor.nmon Cause". This "Common Cause" was "the 
development of intelligent, responsible citizens," and among his six 
2. Conclusions and Recommendations Report of the Commission 2£ the Social 
Studies. American Hist orical Association. New York: Charles Scribners' 
Sons. 1934. PP• 53-54. 
3. Studebaker, John w., "Communism's Challenge to American Education", 
School ~· Vol. 30, No. 5. February, 1948. P• 5. 
specific suggestions for action toward thi s goal, Dr. Chase listed 
Teach about Russia. Too many fear to teach very much; others 
avoid it entirely. The beginning of World War II revealed our 
lack of knowledge and understanding of Japan. We know that the 
American people must better understand something of Russian 
history, geography, sociology, economics, and government. We 4 must make a beginning with the Americans we have in our schools. 
In order to show how closely these educators are agreed, let us return 
to Dr. Conant's Education in~ Divided World. 
The children now being educated, as citizens of the United 
States, will be involved in one way or another with what is 
going on in distant countries in a way our grandfathers could 
never have imagined. A knowledge of world geography, of 
European history and of the culture of the Far East must be 
provided to some degree at every level of the educational 
process. One of the very difficult problems is how some 
knowledge of these complicated matters, involving a mass of 
detached fact, can be supplied as part of a general education.5 
A few years earlier Wendell Willkie had expressed the feelings and 
doubts of thousands of Americans when he wrote, 
They control the largest single land mass in the world under 
one government; they have almost inexhaustible supplies of 
timber, iron, coal, oil, which are, practically speaking, 
unexploited; through elaborate systems of hospitalization and 
public health organizations, the Russian people are one of 
the healthiest peoples in the world, living in a vigorous, 
stimulating climate; in the last twenty-five years, through 
a wide-spread, drastic educational system, a large percentage 
have become literate and tens of thousands technically 
trained; and from the topmost official to the most insignifi-
cant farm or factory worker the Russians are fanatically 
devoted to Russia, and supercharged with the dream of its 
future development. 
I don't know the answers to all the questions about Russia, 
but there's one other thing I know: that such a force, such 
4. Chase, W. Linwood, "Our Corrunon Cause", Social Education, Vol. XII, No. 1. 
January, 1948. P• 11. 
5. Conant, Education in ~ Divided World. PP• 216-217. 
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a power, such a people cannot be ignored or disposed of with 
a high hat or a lifting of the skirt. We cannot act as if 
we were housewives going into an A and P store, picking and 
choosing among the groceries displayed; taking this~ leaving 
that. The plain fact is: we have no choice in the matter. 
Russia will be reckoned with ( •• 6.) Learn all we can about them and let them learn about us. 
This observation is in effect no different from Dr. Conant's more 
recent statement, that 11To my mind, Soviet philosophy is something neither 
to be laughed off or to be treated as a vile obscenity; we cannot afford 
to pass it by in contemptuous silence. 117 
To those who would claim that the study of the U.s.s.R. and of 
communism itself is too controversial for discussion in the public schools, 
Dr. Conant offers a forceful argument. 
Studying a philosophy does not mean endorsing it, much less 
proclaiming it. We study cancer in order to learn how to 
defeat it. We must study the Soviet philosophy in our uni-
versities for exactly the same reason. No one must be 
afraid to tackle that explosive subject before a class. ( ••• ) 
And doctrines that are not combated in the classroom but 
treated mere~ with silence or contempt may be appealing to 
the immature. 
It is true that at this particular moment Dr. Conant was speaking 
primarily of colleges rather than of public schools, but fifteen years 
earlier Charles Beard had said substantially the same thing in relation to 
the social studies in general. 
Nor is it possible for school boards and administrators to 
escape the necessity of dealing with these issues. (i.e. 
6. Willkie, Wendell L., One World. New York: Simon and Schuster. 1943. 
P• 101. 
7. Conant, Education in.!!: Divided World. P• 22. 
8. Ibid., P• 173. 
controversial issues) They n~y, no doubt, consider the 
questions too perplexing for the classroom or categori-
cally deny their significance. But even a purely negative 
position produces intellectual results, often reactions 
more important than those induced by lively discussions. 
Controversial questions ~Y be excluded from the school 
books. Teachers ~y be forbidden to discuss them or to 
answer questions put by their pupils or to cite books in 
which problems are considered. In other words, a conspir-
acy of silence ~y be arranged and enforced in the class-
room. Is there any reason for assuming that such a policy 
will produce results more beneficial than those to be 
attained by a frank facing of apparent impossibilities? 
Practical persons ~y think so, but everywhere students of 
h~ history will have doubts. The latter will continue 
to suspect with Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes that 11 to try to 
think of waterproofing the American 1nind against the 
questions that heaven rains down upon it shows a misappre-
hension of our conditions." The asstunption that social 
difficulties can be avoided by setting up a scheme of social 
studies on the basis of evasion and omission might well be 
more perilous to the interests of those who cherish it than 
either a complete neglect. of civic instruction or a frank 
facing of the realities.9 
And in case there be any further doubt, let us remind ourselves of 
one final suggestion put forth by Dr. Conant: 11 L11 a free ~rket of ideas 
I do not believe the Soviet doctrine can stand up for a moment against the 
devastating analysis of those who start from other points of view. 1110 
Delimitation of ~ Problem 
The statements which have here been quoted sum up the view of common 
sense itself, that the history and culture of the Soviet Union should be 
taught in our public schools. This research was an attempt to discover 
whether or not this is done. 
9. Beard, Charles A., A Charter for the Social Sciences in the Schools. 
New York: Scribners', l932. PP• 20-41. 
10. Conant, Education in a Divided World. p. 22 
...... 
) 
The first step in determining whether or not our public schools are 
spending sufficient time on a study of the Soviet Union was to find out how 
much the average high school graduate knew about the Soviet Union. The 
second step then seemed to be to find out whether he knew these things 
because of a study of the country in school or sin~ly from .his own reading 
and conversation with others. It was decided to find out how many of the 
students had taken courses which offered some instruction in the history 
of the Soviet Union, whether those who had taken such courses knew more 
than those who had had no instruction, whether those who read newspapers 
and news magazines most frequently knew significantly more than those who 
read them seldom, and finally whether instruction or reading seemed to be 
of more assistance in an understanding of the Soviet Union. 
CHAPTER TWO 
METHOD OF RESEARCH 
Selection of ~ Material 
In order to determine the extent of information about the Soviet 
Union among those about to graduate from our public schools, it was decided 
to construct a test covering the general outline of Russian histor.y and 
civilization. This test was administered to high school seniors in several 
communities near Boston. 
In the building of the test a list of concepts was first drawn up 
constituting what the writer believed to be a fairly complete coverage of 
the essential events and conditions influencing the present-day Soviet 
Union. (See Appendix A.) Reference was made to such world history text-
books as Hayes, Moon and Wayland, World History, Rogers, Adams and Brown, 
Story of Nations, and Vvebster and Wesley, World Civilization, to general 
books on the Soviet Union by Bernard Pares, Joshua Kunitz, W. H. Chamberlain, 
Walter Duranty, and others, as well as to the writer's general backgroa~d of 
reading in connection with courses in Russian history and civilization. 
The concepts were arranged as nearly as possible in chronological 
order and were then submitted to a jury of three college professors of 
Russian history who marked the items as to their relative importance. Each 
was asked to mark each specific statement in the following manner: An 11X11 
was to be placed in the margin if the reviewer did not agree with the 
statement; a "1", if he believed it to be true but irrelevant to an 
understanding of the Soviet Union; a 11 211 , if he believed the fact should be 
taught; and a u3u, if he believed it should receive special emphasis. 
The average rating which each statement received was then deterrnined 
and a new list of concepts made from those items which received a score of 
"2" or more. (See Appendix B.) On the basis of these concepts a test was 
constructed. (See Appendix C.) 
Construction of the ~ 
In the construction of the test the writer followed principles set 
down by experts in testing and in the teaching of the social studies. An 
objective type test was obviously necessary for such a study as no statis-
tical data could be derived from an essay examination. Multiple-choice 
items were used for the greater part of the test. Edgar B. w~esley has said, 
"For the social studies teacher the multiple-choice type is perhaps the most 
useful of all objective test forms,u11 And if one wishes a defense of this 
opinion, Greene, Jorgensen, and Gerberich in their Measurement and Evaluation 
in the Secondary School, have this to say of the value of multiple-choice 
questions. 
Multiple-choice items have come to be the most popular form for 
standardized testing of recent years, and are increasingly 
coming into wide use for informal objective testing as well 
( ••• ) The multiple-cho~ce and its numerous variants perhaps 
represent the most valuable and at the same time the most 
widely applicable type of objective test item. It is highly 
objective in scoring. It is readily, although not necessarily 
easily, adaptable to the measurement of discriminative power, 
reasoned understanding, generalizing ability, and other types 
11. Wesley, Edgar B., Teaching the Social Studies. Boston: D. C. Heath 
and Company. 1942. P• 570. 
of outcomes deriving from the pupil's ability to apply and 
use facts. It is not difficult for pupils to understand and 
use. It is highly objective, and can be readily scored 
either by hand or by machine. Itemr.count procedures based 
on the results for an individual pupil or a class have 
considerable diagnostic and analytic significance.12 
These men, however, also state that 
It is ordinarily desirable to use more than one type of 
objective item in a test, but, on the other hand, not to use 
too great a variety of item types. For ordinary classroom 
tests given during one period, two or three types might be 
d lj . ~e • . 
In addition to the forty-six multiple-choice items, therefore, twenty-
four matching items were included in the test. 
Although the validity of the test cannot actually be proved, it is 
believed that the judgment of the three experts in Russian history should 
constitute a satisfactory guide to a general coverage of the field of 
Russian history and civilization. 
The objectivity of the test must be absolute since the scorer knew 
none of the examinees either personally or by reputation. 
Care was taken to follow the suggestions for test construction set 
down by Wesley and by Greene, Jorgensen, and Gerberich. In accordance with 
the latter three, all items had the san1e number of responses, four, and all 
responses occurred at the end of the introductory statement. Correct 
responses were distributed at random and with approximate equality of 
12. Greene, Harry A., Albert N. Jorgensen, and J. Raymond Gerberich, 
Measurement and Evaluation in the Secondary School. New York: Longmans, 
Green and Company. 1943. pp. 177-178. 
13. Ibid., P• 162. 
.. , ,., 
position. The first response was the correct choice thirteen times; the 
second, fourteen times; the third, twelve times; and the fourth, seven 
times.14 
It is believed that clues and hints were avoided in making up the 
options. The words "a" and 11an11 were not used at the end of an introductio 
Vfords such as 11always 11 , "all", "never11 , and others which would lead pupils 
to spot them as clues were avoided. Longer statements were not necessarily 
the correct statements as is believed to be the case in most true-false 
tests.15 Wesley has said, 11Avoid using useless opinions that no one will 
choose. They do not function in the case of a good student, and the poor 
one will make a low score without them. 1116 It is believed that all options 
in this test would appear possible to one completely unfamiliar with the 
subject matter. 
The introductions and all options were made to agree in number, 
person, and tense. No greater care was taken in phrasing the correct answer 
than in constructing the foils.l7 
Since matching exercises "are in effect combinations of multiple-
choice items in such manner that the choices are compound in number,"l8 
most of the s~~e precautions were taken for the last twenty-four items of 
14. Greene, Jorgensen, and Gerberich, Measurement and Evaluation 
P• 194. 
15. Wesley, Teaching ~ Social Studies, P• 572. 
16. Ibid., p. 572. 
17. Ibid., P• 572. 
. . . 
18. Greene, Jorgensen, and Gerberich, Measurement and Evaluation, p. 182. 
~ .. ;.; . 
the test. Wesley has set down the following suggestions to "assure valid 
matching items:" 
(a) Number as an item only those before which blanks are to . be 
filled. The unused options in the other column do not 
constitute items. 
(b) Keep the number of items in e~ch column relatively small, 
never more than ten. ( ••• ) 
(c) Provide an excess of two or three options in order to 
minimize guessing on the basis of elirrdnation. 
(d) See that every item could Qonceivably be matched with 
every other item. ( ••• )1'1 
In the present test the matching items were arranged in groups of 
t hree in the lead column, and for each group there were five responses. 
All items were in the same category, dates, names, fields of achievement, 
etc. Greene, Jorgensen, and Gerberich also stress the importance of keep-
ing the groups uniform when they say, "They" (matching exercises) "are 
likely to include clues to the correct responses unless there is rigid 
adherence to uniform categories of items in a matching set. 1120 
Certain other rules listed by these men were also followed. Only one 
correct matching was ever possible for each item. Grammatical construction 
was consistent. Items were listed in random order in each list. No group 
was ever carried over from one page of the test to the next. And fina~ly, 
no items were used which could be answered by intelligence alone.21 
19. Wesley, Teaching the Social Studies. P• 574. 
20. Greene, Jorgensen, and Gerberich, Measurement and Evaluation. p. 183. 
21. Ibid., P• 189. 
-11" 
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Administration of the Test 
The test was given on a trial basis to one Problems of Democracy 
class consisting of twenty-five students in order to assure that it could 
be completed during one class period and that the directions were clear. 
With a few alterations the final test was made and distributed to 
five schools within a forty-mile radius of Boston. During the last two 
weeks of May the test was administered insofar as possible to all seniors 
in these schools. Seniors were employed so as to assure that any instruc-
tion which the students were to receive concerning the Soviet Union would 
already have taken place. 
Separate answer sheets were used for the examination, and on these 
sheets st11dents were asked to list previous courses in the social studies 
and to indicate which of these had included any study of Russia. They 
were asked also to state the frequency with which they read the daily news-
papers and to tell whether or not they regularly read any of the weekly news 
magazines. It was hoped in this way to determine to some extent the source 
of these students' information concerning the Soviet Union. 
The examinations were then corrected and the results tabulated in 
several ways. Means were found for each class and for each school, for 
boys and girls separately in each school as well as in the total sampling. 
Separate means were derived for the college, business, and general curricula 
for students reading one, two, three, or no weekly news magazines, and for 
those reading newspapers every day, once a week, and two or three times a 
month. A comparison was also made of the mean scores of students who had 
taken one, two, three, four, or no previous courses in the social studies 
which might have included a study of Russia. The scores of students who 
had received some instruction concerning the Soviet Union in one of these 
courses were contrasted with those who had not received such instruction. 
Item analyses were made to determine which phases of the U.S.S.R. were best 
understood. Copies of individual scores, mean scores, and item analyses 
were sent to the heads of the social studies departments in each of the 
five cities. 
l CHAPTER THREE 
DERIVATION AND ANALYSIS OF MEAN SCORES 
Basic ~ Scores 
The test consisted of seventy items. The range of scores was from 
1 to 56 with a mean score for the entire san~ling of 21.56. To one who 
has studied Russian civilization and considers an understanding of it 
necessary to an understanding of our ov~ present civilization, this mean 
would seem disturbingly low. 
In all cities but one, the boys scored slightly higher than the girls, 
and in all cities the college preparatory students scored higher than the 
non-college groups. The most outstanding difference, however, was found in 
the mean scores for the individual cities. The names of the cities and 
schools which administered the test will not .be mentioned in this study. 
They have been designated ttA'!, "B", 11 C11 , "D", and 11E11 in order of their 
mean scores on the test. The mean score for City A was 33.27, 11.71 points 
higher than the over-all mean and 12.21 points higher than the combined 
mean for the other four cities. 
City 
A 
B 
c 
D 
E 
All Students 
TABLE I 
Mean Scores for Individual Cities 
Number of Students 
69 
387 
39 
331 
77 
/ 903 
Mean 
33.27 
22.23 
21.30 
19.22 
18.15 
21.56 
... - ··:. 
,' • ~. j 
------o=--==11==-"--'-=-===================-=---=--=-=-----====#===== 
TABLE II 
Mean Scores for Boys and Girls in Individual Cities 
City Boys Girls 
Number Mean Number Mean 
A 39 33.50 30 32.23 
B 214 22.03 17-'J3 22.48 
c 16 22.25 23 20.63 
D 130 21. 39 201 17.81 
E 40 19.00 37 17.23 
All Students 439 22.59 464 20.58 
As might be expected, the scores of students taking the college 
preparatory course were considerably higher than those of students in the 
business and general curricula. The general curriculum people, in turn, 
everywhere rated slightly higher than the business curriculum students. 
TABLE III 
Mean Scor es for College 1 Business, and General Curricula 
Ln Individual Cities 
City College Busin~ss General 
Number Mean Number Mean Number Mean 
A 69 33.27 0 e 
B 217 25.79 •';66 17.89 70 *18.52 
c 12 24.67 5 17-50 22 20.41 
D 103 22.63 170 16.98 53 19. 54 
E 26 21.88 5 13.50 42 16.95 
All Students 427 25.96 246 17.17 187 *19.41 
*These means do not include trade school classes and a special group of slow-
learners . With these groups added the general curriculum mean for City B 
would be 17.58 and the total mean for the general curriculum would then 
become 18.12. 
========~===-=---=-=============================================================ft===-=~-~~= 
l 
!I 
In this analysis the high score of City A becomes even more signifi-
cant, for although the fact that the test was there administered to none but 
college preparatory students might have been thought to account for the 
great difference in total results, it must be noted that the mean score of 
City A is still 6.31 points higher than the mean for all college preparatory 
students taking the test. Furthermore, the mean score of City A is 8.31 
higher than the combL~ed mean for all college groups excluding City A 
itself. (The mean score for college students in Cities B, c, D, and E was 
found to be 23.96) Or again, the difference b1 the mean scores of college 
reparatory students in City A and in City B, the second highest group, was 
.48 points, while the difference between similar scores in City B and in 
group, was only 3.91 points. It is certainly evident, 
, that City A for s ome reason has achieved an understanding of Russian 
civilization considerably greater than that of the other cities cooperatLDg 
this study. 
Influence of High School Courses 
On the questiom1aire which was part of each answer sheet the students 
e e.sked to answer the following question: "Have you studied Russi a as 
of a high school course in any of the following? (Check once if you 
course; check twice if a study of Russia was included.,)" The 
courses listed were modern history, world history, study of nations, and 
A space was provided in which students could write in the nan~ of 
~ other course which they thought might have bearing on the test. 
The mean scores were then found separately for those students who 
had taken one, two, and three of the courses, as well as for those who had 
had none of them. United States histor.y was not counted although several 
students listed it under 11other11 • A review of the results would make it 
appear that not very many of these courses are contributing to a knowledge 
of the ' Soviet Union, since in Cities C, D; and E the students achieving the 
highest scores were those who had taken none of the courses mentioned. 
In City B, as in the sampling as a whole, those who had taken one of the 
courses listed did better than those who had taken none of them, but it 
did not follow that those students who had taken more than one course did 
better than those who had taken just one course. 
Nor does the relationship prove entirely consistent between the mean 
score of each city and the percentage of students in that city having 
studied at least one course which 1night have helped in answering the 
present test questions. In City A 100 per cent of the students had taken 
at least one of these courses. In City B the percentage was 95.55; in City 
C, 87~18; and in City E, 84.42. But in City D 94.96 per cent, almost as 
high a percentage as in City B, had taken at least one such course. The 
mean scores for the various cities, then, do not always decrease as the 
per cent of students studying these courses decreases. 
Only in City A was there any clear indication that a particular 
course had influenced the results of the test. Fifty-three students listed 
two courses, the problems of democracy course in which the present test 
was distributed, and a modern history course taken in the sophomore year. 
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These students attained a mean score of 34.18, while ten others who had 
not had the modern history course averaged 27.90. Herein probably lies a 
great part of the eight- point difference in City A college group scores . 
If good courses in rnodeya history are a primary me~~s by which a 
greater number of students can learn more about the Soviet, Union, and the 
writer believes that they are, these courses do not seem to be widely 
tFj.ught, or at least widely required , at the present time . 
=====IIi====--------
TABLE IV 
Mean Scores According to NQ~er of Courses taken in the Social Studies 
City Number of Courses Number of Students Mean Score 
A 1 10 27.90 
2 53 34.18 
3 6 30.50 
B 0 15 20.97 
1 230 24.64 
2 125 18,.83 
3 15 15.50 
4 2 19.50 
c 0 5 23.90 
1 22 20.59 
2 ll 20.77 
3 1 27.00 
D 0 18 22.28 
1 100 19.92 2 159 18.41 
3 45 19.54 . 
4 9 18.61 
E 0 12 21.00 
1 36 18.00 
2 22 17.09 
3 6 15.50 
4 1 16.00 
All Students 0 50 20.68 
1 398 23.il3 2 370 20.14 
3 73 19.45 
4 12 16.92 
In regard to the part of the question asking whether these courses 
included a study of the Soviet Union, we find again that in the two cities 
which achieved the best scores on the test, as well as in the total 
sampling, those who had studied about the U.S.S.R. did significanly better 
than those who had not. In City E there was a difference of about one 
point in favor of those who had studied about Russia at some time, but in 
Cities C and D those students who had never studied Russian history and 
civilization actually did better than those who had. These results are 
further evidence that some cities are not doing a thorough job in this 
field. It is altogether possible that in some of the modern history and 
world history courses listed as not including a study of the Soviet Union 
there actually was some attention given to that country, but so little that 
a year or two later students did not remember the unit or chapter much less 
its contents. 
There see~ to be a definite correlation between the per cent of 
students in each school who have made some study of the Soviet Union and 
the mean scores. of the school as a whole. With the exception of City D 
the higher the per cent of students who had studied something about Russia, 
the higher was the mean score of the city. It will be remembered that it 
was in City D also that the per cent of students who had studied at least 
one of the world history or modern history courses did not show a relation-
ship to the total mean score. We shall see in the section following that 
City D continues in this unexplainable trend. 
TABLE V 
Comparison of Scores of Students Having Studied U.S.S.R. 
and those of Students not Having Studied U.s.s.R. 
Number of Students Mean Score 
City A 
Some Study of U.s.s.R. 65 33.32 
No study of U.s.s.R. 4 27.25 
City B 
Some Study of U.s.s.R. 217 23.51 
No Study of U.s.s.R. 170 20.56 
City C 
Some Study of U.S.S.R~ 8 18.25 
No Study of U.S.S.R. ::31 22.08 
City D 
Some study of U.s.s.R. 193 18.00 
No Study of U.s.s.R. 138 19.80 
City E 
Some Study of U.s.s.R. 14 18.83 
No study of U.s.s.R. 63 17.98 
All Students 
Sorfie Study of U.s.s.R. 497 23~12 
No study of U.s.s.R. 406 20•79 
TABLE VI 
Per Cent of Students Having Some Previous Study of the 
Soviet Union and Mean Score of Entire School 
City Per Cent lVJ:ean 
A 94. 2 33.27 
B 56.1 22.23 
c 20.5 21.30 
D 58.3 19.22 
E 18.2 18,15 
Influence of Outside Reading 
.Each student was asked in the questionnaire to give information 
concerning the frequency with which he read the daily newspapers as well as 
the number of weekly news magazines which he read with comparative regu-
larity. Only 836 of the 903 students answered the question about the news-
papers, and the following results are based on this number rather than on 
the 903 used in previous tables. 
In this sampling those who read a newspaper once a week scored an 
average of one point higher than t hose who read one only two or three times 
a month, and those who r ead a newspaper every day scored one point higher 
than those who read one once a week. 
In the separate cities, however, the scores were not so consistent. 
In Cities A and D those reading a newspaper only once a week did better on 
this test than those reading a paper every day. In City A this number is 
probably insignificant si11ce only two students read a newspaper just once 
a week. It may well be, of course, that those students reading a newspaper 
once a week read it more thoroughly than those reading it every day. Since 
685, or 81.9 per cent, of the 836 students who answered the question said 
that they read a newspaper every day, it is entirely possible that a great 
number of them read only the headlines, sports page , and comic section. 
I t is difficult to understand why relationships which hold true for 
the other four cities are so consistently inapplicable to City D. In almost 
all respects that city corresponds t o Cit y B in attention given t o the 
Soviet Union. Only one per cent fewer students than in City B had taken 
one of the listed courses; two per cent ~ students had made some study 
of the Soviet Union; an almost identical percentage, it will be seen, read 
at least one weekly news magazine; ten per cent :!!!£!.'~ read a newspaper every 
day. Yet in every case the mean score of City D fell considerably behind 
that of City B. A factor partly, but by no means completely, explaining 
the difference might be found in this fact: the over-all mean for boys was 
for some reason two points higher than that for girls. In City B 55 per 
cent of the studentstaking the test were boys, while in City D the boys 
accounted for only 39 per cent. Moreover, the boys of City D scored on the 
average only .64 points lower than the boys of City B; the girls, on the 
other hand, scored an average of 4.67 points lower than the girls of City B. · 
The question is then reduced to one of why the girls in City D fell so far 
behind, and the problem becomes more baffling than ever. In no- other city 
was the difference between scores of boys and girls so great. \Vhen results 
are compared in this way the explanation cannot lie, as was at first 
believed, in possible differences in home background and average intelligence. 
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TABLE VII 
Relationship Between Frequency of Reading Daily Newspapers 
and Scores on Test 
- - --
City Frequency 
A Every Day 
Once a Week 
Two or Three Ti~es a Month 
B Every Day 
Once a Week 
Two or Three Times a Month 
c Every Day 
Once a Week 
Two or Three Times a Month 
D Every Day 
Once a Week 
Two or Three Times a Month 
E Every Day 
Once a Week 
Two or Three Times a Month 
All Students 
Every Day 
Once a Week 
Two or Three Times a Month 
Number of Students 
62 
2 
1 
257 
64 
18 
34 
1 
2 
277 
40 
7 
55 
11 
6 
685 
liS 
33 
Mean 
32.92 
38.50 
26.00 
22.97 
20.31 
20.17 
21.32 
18.00 
15.50 
18.96 
20.75 
20.36 
18.85 
18.41 
13.83 
21.55 
20.57 
19. 56 
.. ) - ~::­
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The figures for the weekly news magazines might at first seem to be 
more significant than those for the newspapers. In City A, achieving the 
highest mean score, 92.76 per cent of the students said they read at least 
one weekly news magazine, while in City B 64.36 per cent of the number 
answering the question read one such magazin~,and in City E, achieving ,the 
lowest mean score, the figure was only 47.11 per cent. But for Cities C 
and D this relationship does not continue. 
TABLE VIII 
Relationship Between Per Cent of Students Reading at Least 
One Vieekly News Magazine and Scores ~ Test 
City 
A 
B 
c 
D 
E 
Per Cent Reading 
Some Magazine · 
92.76 
64.36 
92.31 
.64.95 
47.11 
Mean 
33.27 
22.23 
21.30 
19.22 
18.15 
In most cases those r eading or e or t vio magazines did better on the 
test than those who listed three or more.. Again as with the newspapers, 
it is quite possible that those who lis ted several publications do not 
read them as thoroughly as do those who l isted just one or two. 
Although it cannot be said that marks on the test improved in direct 
proportion to the number of magazines read, it is true that in all cities 
those students who read at least one weekly news magazine did better than 
those who read none. 
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TABLE IX 
Relationship Between Number of ~ Magazines Read and Scores ~ Test 
City Number of Magazines Number of Students Mean 
A 0 5 25.90 
1 26 34.58 
2 24 33.75 
3 ll 31.86 
More Than Three '3 27.00 
B 0 129 21,42 
1 149 22.92 
2 57 . 23.25 
3 18 21. 50 
More Than Three 9 20.39 
c 0 3 17.00 
1 9 21.50 
2 8 22.50 
3 11+ 21.00 
More Than Three 5 23.70 
D 0 106 18.82 
1 131 18.89 
2 56 18.75 
3 26 ' 21.27 
More Than Three 12 24.19 
E 0 40 16.75 
1 20 21.20 
2 11 . 19.32 
3 5 18.00 
More Than Three 0 
All Students 0 283 19. 66 
1 335 21.80 
2 156 23.48 
3 74 23.04 
More Than Three 29 22.43 
------
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TABlE X 
Conroarison of Scores of Students Reading at Least One News :Magazine 
with Those of Students Reading No News Magazines 
City At Least One Y~gazine No Magazines 
A 34.47 25.90 
B 22.62 2l. h2 
c 21 .. 58 17.00 
D 19.46 18.82 
E 20.ll 16. 75 
Students 22 . 94 20. 66 
Influence of Social Studies Achievement 
It is interesting to compare marks achieved on the test with marks 
received in the social studies subjects listed on the students ' ques-
tionnaires. For these data the scores of only one-third of the classes 
were used. The papers for each class were kept together and the classes 
of each city arranged in order of their mean scores. The second of each 
group of three, that is, the second, fifth, eighth, and eleventh classes, 
etc . , were then the ones used . 
In making these comparisons an "A" was rated 5; a 11B11 , 4; a "C", 3; 
a "D", 2; and an 11F11 , 1 . An equal number of "A' s 11 and "B's" gave the 
student a score of 4 1/2; an equal number of "B' s" and 11C1s 11 gave the stu-
dent a score of 3 1/2 and so on. In this case all marks listed were 
included. Although United States history courses had been disregarded in 
the counting of previous courses studied because they could not be expected 
to include a study of the Soviet Union, it was felt that al l social 
studies marks received wolUd provide a more accurate basis of comparison 
with test scores. 
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Average 
A 
A-B 
B 
B-C 
c 
C-D 
D 
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TABLE XI 
Comparison of Test Scores with Social Studies Marks 
Grade Number of Students 
23 
26 
94 
36 
98 
13 
3 
Mean 
28.95 
24.96 
18.26 
22.67 
19.23 
15.23 
16.33 
Students having a 11 511 or 11A11 average rated four points higher than 
students having a 4 1/2 or 11A-B" average. Students having an "A-BII 
average rated 2.29 points higher than any group other than the straight 
11A11 students, and with the exception of those students having a "B" 
average, the scale is consistent. It may be that some of the marks 
listed as "B" were for one particular marking period rather than yearly 
averages since the total number of students claiming to average "B" was 
ninety-four while the total claiming to average 11 C" was only slightly 
higher, ninety-eight. W~y students, it is true, though requested to do 
so, did not list their marks, and it is possible that some of them were 
"C" students. Mor e of them, however, must have been "D" and 11F11 students 
since the number receiving those marks was so low. Only one student in 
the entire sampling admitted to receiving an "F" in any subject, and that 
"F" was offset in ·the average used here by a "C" in another subject. 
Regardless of the discrepancies, however, and regardless of the 
fact that all did not answer the question, there is a degree of correlation 
between marks in the social studies and marks on this test. Moreover, 
-..~.., 
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this relationship is more consistent than that between the number of 
courses taken in the social studies and marks on this test of unfamiliar 
subject matter in the social studies field. 
Summary of _!.he Chapter 
From a review of the preceding tables the conclusion may be drawn 
that for many of the students their own initiative has been of greater 
influence upon their knowledge of the Soviet Union than has the instruction 
received in the schools. In the total sampling and in every city 
individually the mean score of those ~eading at least one weekly news 
magazine was considerably higher than the mean score of those who did not 
read any such magazines. In the total s~pling, though not in every 
individual city, the mean score of those students reading a newspaper 
every day was higher than the mean score of those reading a newspaper 
once a week, and the mean score for those students reading a newspaper 
once a week in turn was higher than that for those readi.11g a newspaper 
only tvw or three times a month . And finally, students having an 11 A" 
or an "A-Brt average in the social studies achieved marks far above the 
total mean score of 21.56, while those having a 11D11 or a 11 C-D11 average 
scored far below this mea.11. 
The data concerning the ntrrnber of courses taken in the social 
studies, on the other hand, show, a somewhat negative relationship between 
test results and courses studied. The mean score for all students having 
had one of the courses which might have included a study of the U.S.S.R. 
was over two .points higher than that for students having had none of the 
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cowses. But the mean score for those who had taken two, three, or four 
of these courses was lower even than that for the students having had none 
of them. 
The most interesting findings as far as the present study is con-
cerned are those involving scores of students who had made some study of 
the Soviet Union in their high school social studies courses. These 
students scored an average of 2.33 points higher than those who had had 
no instruction concerning the Soviet Union, and with the ex9eption of 
City D, the mean scores for the cities increased as the per cent of 
students studying Russian civilization increased. 
It is not impossible, then, for schools to contribute as much in 
this field of learning as is gained from outside reading . If the other 
forty-five per cent had received equal instruction, the total mean score 
would in all probability have been considerably higher. 
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II II 
' ; ' 
CHAPTER IV 
ANALYSIS OF TEST ITEMS 
Relative Difficulty of Individual Items 
It was believed that an analysis of the individual test items might 
throw some light on the question of where students obtain what knowledge · 
they do have of the Soviet Union. The numbers of all items which each 
of the 903 students answered correctly were therefore recorded, and the 
number of correct responses to each item was totaled. Table XII shows 
• the per cent .of correct answers for each item. 
The difficulty of the items varied greatly with 72.29%' of the 
examinees answering question number thirty-six correctly and only 3.09% 
answering question number sixty-one correctly. Only thirteen out of the 
total of seventy questions were answered correctly by 50% or more of the 
students. These ~uestions will be discussed in greater detail later in 
this study. 
TABLE XII 
Difficulty of Test Items 
Item No. of Students No. of Students Per Cent 
Number Answering Correctly /~swering Incorrectly Correct 
1 443 460 49.06 
2 124 779 13.73 
3 246 657 27.24 
4 475 428 52.60 
5 342 561 37.87 
6 322 581 35.66 
J>D 
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TABLE XII 
(continued) 
Item No. of Students No. of Students Per Cent 
Number Answering Correctly Answering Incorrectly Correct 
7 573 330 63.46 
B 196 707 21.71 
9 198 705 21.92 
10 206 697 22.81 
11 202 701 22.37 
12 519 384 57.48 
13 127 776 14.06 
14 262 641 29.01 
15 255 648 28.24 
16 132 771 14.62 
17 225 678 24.92 
18 211 692 23.37 
19 270 633 29.90 
20 352 551 38.98 
21 380 523 42.08 
22 143 760 15.84 
23 239 664 24.47 
24 149 754 16.50 
25 237 666 26.24 
26 294 609 32.56 
27 602 301 66.67 
28 490 413 53.71 
29 591 312 65.45 
30 h16 487 46.07 
31 408 495 45.18 
32 510 393 56.48 
33 232 671 25.69 
34 251 652 27.70 
35 519 312 65.45 
36 653 250 72.29 
37 574 329 63.56 
38 172 731 19. 05 
39 95 808 10.52 
40 105 798 11.63 
TABLE XII 
(concluded) 
Item No. of Students No. of Students Per Cent 
Number Answering Correctly Answering Incorrectly Correct 
41 474 429 52.49 42; ,. _  ., 
., ... 422 481 46.73 
43 165 738 18.27 
44 351 552 38.87 
45 74 829 8.19 
46 235 668 26.02 
47 632 271 69.99 
48 251 652 27.80 
49 142 761 15.73 
50 108 795 12.07 
51 94 809 10.41 
52 90 813 9.97 
53 138 765 15.28 
54 118 785 13.07 
55 38 865 4.32 56 131 772 14.51 
57 99 804 10.96 
58 161 742 17.83 
59 121 782 13.40 
60 32 871 3.64 
61 28 875 3.09 62 122 781 13.51 
63 101 802 11.18 
64 . 364 539 40.31 
65 409 494 45 .29 
66 107 796 11.85 
67 140 763 15.50 
68 120 783 13.29 
69 355 548 39.31 
70 487 416 53.93 
~--
Relative Difficulty of Subject Matter Groups 
After the completion of the item count shown in the previous table 
all questions were grouped into seven general categories of subject 
matter. These included pre-revolutionary history, Soviet history, 
Russian culture, Soviet life, goverrunent, economics, and geography, The 
number of correct answers for all questions within each category was then 
added and the total divided by the total number of possible correct 
answers in that group. The number of possible correct answers for all 17 
questions on Soviet history, for example, was 15,351, or 17 times 903. 
The actual number of correct answers was 3,299, and the per cent of 
correct answers for that group as a whole , 21.49. 
Following are the test questions as they were placed in the various 
categories. Each item is numbered as in the actual test, and at the right 
of each appears the total number of correct answers to that question. 
Group I 
Pre-revolutionary History 
3. Russia was for a long time i solated from Europe for all but ~ of 
these reasons. 
1. The majority of her people were very poorly educated . 
2 • She was one of the lc:l.st l arge countries to become industrialized. 
3. Her civilization was in many ways Oriental, 
4 . She was governed by an absolut e monarchy. 246 
5. Peter the Great changed the capital of Russia from Moscow to st. 
Petersburg because 
1. he wanted the capital to be named for himself. 
2. he wanted to be within strikLng distance of Sweden. · 
3. he felt that Moscov~ was in a poor location for commerce. 
4. he wanted to turn Russia's attention toward the 'iJest . 342 
6. During his reign Peter the Great achieved all but ~ of these: 
1. he introduced much of western knowledge and culture to Russia. 
2. he lessened the political and cultural gap between the upper 
and lower classes. 
3. he won a war with Sweden and gained ports on the Baltic Sea. 
4. he weakened the power of the Orthodox Church in political 
affairs . 322 
? • Durj_ng the 18th and 19th centuries Russia fought many wars with 
8. 
Turkey. The chief purpose of these wars was 
1. the desire for more land. 
2. the conversion of the Mohanunedan Turks to Greek Orthodo.xy. 
3. the control of Turkey ' s oil fields. 
4. the control of the Dardanelles. 573 
One of the most important results of the Russo-Jap War was 
1 . the need for a trans-Siberian railway. 
2. the weakness and corruption of the tsarist regime. 
3. the possibility of arbitration in a dispute by a third 
4. the western powers ' fear of the rise of Japan. 
to show 
nation. 
196 
9. Of Russia ' s part in World 'iivar I it may be said that 
1. she was in great part responsible for Germany ' s failure to win 
the War in 1914. 
2. by fighting on the side of Germany until her own Revolution 
broke out, she helped Germany hold out longer than would other-
wise have been possible. 
3. she fought weakly for a while on the side of the Allies and 
withdrew when it appeared that Germany would win. 
4. her people were divided, the Reds fighting on the German side 
and the 'Whites on the side of the Allies. 198 
10. Most of the early criticism against the tsarist regime came from 
1. the intellectuals. 
2 . the peasants. 
3. the working men . 
4. foreign countries . 206 
11. ~nich of these classes of R11ssian society was in general the least 
interested in revolution? 
1 . The proletariat. 
2 .. The intellectuals. 
3. The peasants . 
4. The bourgeoisie. 
12. \~hlch of the following best describes the conditions of the serfs 
in Russia? 
1. Most ·Of t hem had no property and no legal rights. 
2. They could not leave the land on which they were born until 
the age of 35 . 
202 
3. 
4. 
13. The 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
They had no property, but were protected by the tsar's officials 
from ill treatment at the hands of their masters. 
They were continually sold from estate to estate with no regard 
for family ties. 519 
serfs in Russia were freed 
during the reign of Peter the Great. 
shortly after the French Revolution. 
at approximately the same time as the freeing of the slaves 
in the United States. · 
at the time of the Bolshevik Revolution. 127 
14. All but ~ of the following statements are true with regard to the 
newly freed serfs. 
1 . They were now far better off economically, though not politically. 
2. Many of them moved to the cities. 
3. lv'Iuch of the land was bought from the nobles and then sold to the 
peasants . 
4. They lived in villages, owning their land in common. 262 
15. The intellectual class of Russia was greatly influenced by the ideas 
of the 
1 •. American Revolution. 
2. French Revolution. 
3. Renaissance. 
4. Reformation. 255 
17. Russia began to industrialize 
1. toward the end of the 18th Century. 
2. in the middle of the 19th Century. 
3. toward the end of the 19th Century. 
4. after the First World War. 225 
18. Alexander II is most famous as the tsar who 
1. granted the people a freely-elected assembly. 
2. freed the serfs. 
3. was overthrown at the time of the Revolution. 
4. put down nmnerous peasant revolts . 211 
20. The Romanovs were 
1. a group of Roman Catholics persecuted by the Greek Orthodox 
Church. 
2. the ruling family of Russia for 300 years. 
3. a class of landowners in pre-revolutionary Russia. 
4. a political party in opposition to the Communists. 352 
37. The chief reason the Soviet people do not protest as strongly as 
Americans would against their lack of personal freedom is probably 
that 
1. they believe that such freedom~s will be given them after the 
completion of the present five year plan. 
2. they believe that the restrictions imposed by the government 
are fair because the government is the people. 
3. the freedoms which we consider so-important are freedoms the 
Russians have never known. 
4. they know that if they complain, they will be sent to Siberia. 
574 
43. The period of the greatest Russian expansion was during the rule of 
the 
1. Tsars. 
2. Tartars. 
3. Northmen. 
4. Bolsheviks. 
47-. Swept across Russia from the East and 
ruled over her people for 200 years. 
49. Believed that Russia should progress 
according to a destiny of her own. 
50. Bloody Sunday 
51. Stenka R.azin 
52. Decembrists 
57. A representative assembly 
I ~-~· • • 
Group II 
Soviet History 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
1. 
2 .. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
1 • . 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
Kulaks 
Westernizers 
Nihilists 
Slavophils 
Tartars 
Civil War 
Revolution of 1825 
Revolution of 1905 
Defeat of Napoleon 
Peasant revolt 
Pogrom 
Soviet 
Politburo 
Kolkhoz 
Duma 
165 
632 
108 
94 
90 
99 
19. The Provisj~onal Government failed for all but one of these reasons : 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
It did not act quickly or firmly enough in important matters. 
There was conflict between its various members. 
It continued to take part in a war in which the people had little 
interest. 
It was actually only the tsarist regime under a new name and with 
new leaders. 270 
""·01 
.• 1 
21. Tne leaders of the Bolshevik Revolution were 
l. Marx and Lenin. 
2. Lenin and Trotsky. 
3. Marx and Stalin. 
4. Stalin and Trotsky. 380 
23. The Bolsheviks won control of the Russian Government for all but ~~ 
of these reasons: 
1. they promised to 
2, they promised to 
place all industry in the hands of the workers. 
divide the land among the peasants. 
3. they promised to 
4. they promised to 
Marx. 
conclude immediate peace with the Central Powers. 
put into effect the socialist ideals of Karl 
239 
25. In the reorga~ization of policies between the time of Lenin's death 
and the Second World War all but one of these events occurred: 
1. a struggle between Stalin-and Trotsky for the control of the 
Government. 
2. a r enewed emphasis upon world revolution. 
3. an emphasis upon bringing the economy of the Soviet Union in line 
with that of western countries. 
4. a purge of "disloyal" citizens ., 237 
38. Foreign countries were slow to extend diplomatic recognition to the 
Soviet Government f or all but one of these reasons: 
1. it had refused to pay the-r5arist debts. 
2. it sent agents to many parts of the world advocating worl d 
revolution. 
3, it had launched an attack on Finland, 
4. it used cruel methods to secure power. 172 
39. VVhich of the following is true _of the Soviet Union's relationship to 
the League of Nations? 
1. The Soviet Union joined the League and took an active part in 
calling for peace and disarmament conferences. 
2. The Soviet Union joined the League, but took little part in its 
activities. 
3. The Soviet Union was invited to join the League, but refused. 
4. The Soviet Union was never granted admission to the League. 95 
40. Dtlring the 1930's th~ U.S.S.R. gave military aid to 
1. the -Spanish Rebels. 
2. the Spanish Loyalists. 
3. Mussolini' s F'ascists. 
4. the Ethiopian resister~ . 105 
41. During the Second World War 
1. the Soviet Union signed a pact of alliance with England and 
France, and as soon as France was attacked declared war on 
Germany. 
2. the Soviet Union signed a non-aggression pact with Germany and 
later became her ally. 
3. the Soviet Union was attacked by Japan and ~nediately declared 
herself an ally of the United States. 
4. Hitler's troops invaded the Soviet Union and she became an ally 
of England and France. 474 
45. By the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, Russia 
1. gained control over Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia. 
2. lost much of her most valuable land to Germany. 
3. gained for herself a large part of the land which Hitler had 
taken from Poland. 
L!·• lost much of Manchuria to Japan. 74 
48. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
Many were arrested ·when they resisted the 
collectivization of agriculture. 
March, 1917 
November, 1917 
1920 
59. A temporary compromise between 
communism and capitalism 
62. Associated with the League of Nations 
63. Key figure in the Provisional Government 
64. Regarded as one of the greatest thinkers 
and .leaders of the 20th Century 
1. Kulaks 
2. Westernizers 251 
3. Nihilists 
4. Slavophils 
5. Tartars 
1. Civil War in Russia 138 
-2. Bolshevik Revolution 
3. Overthrow of the Tsarll8 
4. Establishment of a 
duma 38 
5. Beginning of first 
Five Year Plan 
1. R.S.F.S.R. 
2. G.P.U. 121 
3. c.P.s.u. 
4. N.E.P . 
5. U.S.S.R. 
1. Kerensky 122 
2. Zhukhov 
3. Vishinsky 101 
4. Litvinov 
5. Lenin 364 
1. 
Group III 
Russian Culture 
Wbich of the following is true with regard to the people of the 
Union? 
l. Almost the entire population of the Sovi et Union is of pur e 
stock. 
2. Almost 3/4 of the population of the Soviet Union belongs to 
Hongolian race. 
Soviet 
Russian 
the 
3. There are many distinct nationalities and ethnic groups within 
the Soviet Union. 
4. The various nationalities of the Soviet people have become so 
i ntermixed that no accurate determination of their nationality 
can be made. 443 
2. The differences which exist between the civilization of Western Europe 
and that of Russia may best be explained by 
1. the i nvasion of Russia by the Varangians. 
2. the invasion of Russia by the Tartars. 
3. the Russians' adoption of the religion and culture of Byzantium. 
4. the rule of Russia by a landed aristocracy. 124 
16. Which of these writers had the greatest effect on liberal political 
t hinking during the last half of the 19th Century? 
1. Dostoevski. 
2. Turgenev. 
3. Chekhov. 
4. Pushkin . 132 
65. Leo Tolstoi 1. Architecture 409 
2. Theatre 
66. Vladimir Mayakovsky 3. Literature 107 
4. Science 
67. Dmitri Mendelyeev 5. Music 140 
68. Ivan Pavlov 1. Ballet 120 
2. Poetry 
69. Dmitri Shostakovich 3. Painting 355 
4. Science 
70. Anna Pavlova 5. Music 487 
Group IV 
Soviet Life 
26. VThich of t hese is t he best statement with regar d to the general effect 
of the Russian Revolution? 
1. It brought about the establishment of political.. freedom and 
equal rights. 
2. It set up a new society in line with purely comrm.mist doctr ines. 
3. It affected almost ever y phase of the lives .of the people. 
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' 27. The men holding the positions of greatest respect in the Soviet Union 
today are members of the 
1. Proletariat. 
2. Orthodox Church. 
3. Communist Party. 
4. Secret Police. 602 
36. Which of the following best describes the position of women in the 
Soviet Union? 
1. Women work at almost all the same trades as men. 
2. The woman's place is definitely in the home. 
3. Married women are not allowed to work outside their homes. 
4. A woman is employed only when no man is available for tpe job. 
653 
58. A collective farm 1. Pogrom 
2. Soviet 
3. Politburo 
4. Kolkhoz 
5 .. Duma 
Group V 
Government 
161 
28. The foreign and domestic policies of the Soviet Union are determined 
by the 
1. proletariat. 
2. JUl-Union Congress of Soviets. 
3. Communist Party. 
4. Red Army. 490 
34. Approximately what per cent' of the Russian people are member s of 
the Communist Party? 
1. Less than 5%. 
2. About 30%. 
3. About 70%. 
4. Almost 100%. 251 
35. Of the following, which is least under the control of the Soviet 
Government? 
1. The schools. 
2. The press. 
3. Science 
4. The Orthodox Church. 591 
56. A council of workingmen and soldiers 1. Pogrom 131 
2. Soviet 
3. Politburo 
4. Kolkhoz 
5. Duma 
60. A federal union of partly self-
governing states 
1. 
2. 
R.S.F.S.R. 
G.P.U. 32 
3. c.P.s.u. 
61. Russia 4· N.E.P. 2S 
Group VI 
Economics 
5. U.S.S.R. 
22. The chief aim of the leaders of the Bolshevik Revolution was to 
29. 
1. bring about world- wide revolution. 
2. make Russia the most powerful nation in the world. 
3. bring Russian industry up to the level achieved by western 
countries. 
4. overthrow the Tsar and set up a democratic form of government. 
1!1Jbich of these was not a belief of Iif~arx? 
1. Political rights are of no value without economic rights. 
2. The dictatorship of t he proletariat should come about by a 
forceful overthrow of the powered classes by the farmers and 
factory workers . 
143 
J. The working classes of all countries have more in common than 
the various classes within one country. 
4. Capitalism is a necessary advance over feudalism. 149 
All but one of the following are true ·with regard to the economic sys-
t tem of the U.S.S.R. 
1. .All people in the Soviet Union r eceive the same salary, whatever 
their occupation. 
2. Jl~l means of production, communication, and t ransportation are 
owned by the State. 
J. The right t o hire and fire l abor for private profit i s f orbidden 
to t he people. 
4. Workers are often guided into one job or another in accordance 
·with t he country ' s supply a..nd demand. 591 
30. Under the Five Year Plans great advances were made in all but ~ of 
these: 
1. production of goods which raised the standard of living among 
Russian families. 
2. production of heavy rnachinery. 
3. building of transportation facilities. 
4. modernization of farming methods . 416 
.31. All but ~ of the following statements are true with regard to the 
Five-Year Plans. 
1 . They demanded a great deal of sacrifice on the part of the Russiar 
people . 
2. Most of the farms at this time became collectivized or government 
owned • 
.3. To hasten the execution of these Plans, Trotsky established the 
Red Army. 
4. The progress made during the Five Year Plans proved a saving 
factor to the Russians in World War II. 408 
.32. Which of the following best describes the relationship between Russia ':: 
agriculture and industry? 
1. She always has been and still remains an almost exclusively 
agricultural country. 
2. Although she has come to rank high with industrial countries, the 
majority of her people still engage in agriculture • 
.3. Since the Revolution she has been transformed from an agriculturaJ 
to an industrial country. 
4• She has been and still remains a priwBrily industrial country. 
510 
.3.3. Vvorkers on collective fanns 
1. may have a small plot of land which they may cultivate for private 
profit after working on the commonly-owned farm. 
2, may own no buildings, land, machiner y or livestock, but merely 
work for a wage like factory workers • 
.3. own their own land, but cooperate in the work and share the 
profits . 
4. own all their own land, but rent expensive machines from the 
cowmonly-owned machine tractor stations . 232 
Group VII 
Geography 
4. Russia's prolonged backwardness in trade and commerce was due in 
great part to the 
1. lack of navigable rivers within the coQntry. 
2. presence of high mountain barriers between Europe and .f.>. sia • 
.3. lack of seaports in the southwestern part of the country. 
4. lack of natural resources within the country. 475 
42. Which of the following is the chief reason for the recent development 
of Siberia? 
1. The region contains valuable natural resources. 
2. The land is needed to support Russia's expanding population • 
.3. The area is being used as a home for political criminals. 
4. The seaports are needed for trade with western countries. 422 
. r -
44. The territory of the Soviet Union covers approxilnately what proportion 
of the land surface of the world? 
1. 1/3 
2. 1/6 
3. 1/10 
4. 1/20 351 
~. 
46. Vfuich of the following is least important in determining the U.S.S.R.'s 
foreign policy? 
l. The desire for control of warm-water ports. 
2. ~he desire for more land. 
3. The fear of attack from the ·west. 
4. The fear of an attempt by Capitalist nations to overthrow her 
Communist Government. 235 
TABLE XIII 
Difficulty of Subject :tiJB.tter Groups 
Group Correct a~swers Possible Correct Answers Per Cent 
Soviet Life 1710 3612 47.34 
Geography 1483 3612 41 .06 
Economics 2449 6321 38.74 
Pre-revolutionary History 6140 20769 29.56 
Russian Culture 2317 8127 28.51 
Government 1523 5418 28.11 
Soviet History 3299 15351 21.49 
The questions to which the largest per cent of correct answers was 
given were, then, those having to do with life in the Soviet Union . The 
fact that only four questions were here classified in this group might 
at first make the findings seem insignificant. However, it must be noted 
that most of the questions listed under government ~d economics could have 
been classified under Soviet life. Indeed, the greater part of all the 
q ,,-, 
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questions in the test could have been grouped under more than one of the 
headings. A revised grouping, then, could include the following questions 
as matters having to do with Soviet life. Only the numbers of the questions 
will be shown together with the number of correct responses to each item. 
The reader may refer to Appendix G for the actual test questions. 
Soviet Life 
Number Correct Responses 
26 294 
27 602 
28 490 
29 591 
.30 416 
.31 408 
.32 510 
.3.3 2.32 
.34 251 
.35 591 
.36 65.3 
.37 574 
56 1.31 
58 161 
Total 5904 
The per cent of correct answers in this case would be 46.70, a figure 
not much lower than the original Soviet life group and considerably higher 
than that for any of the other categories. 
It becomes apparent from a review of these questions that although 
the,r constitute one of t he most important aspects of knowledge about the 
Sovie~ Union, they nevertheless deal with the type of information which 
can be gained as readily from newspaper s, magazines, radio, and moving 
picture newsreels as from class instruction. 
Of the thirteen questions ·which were answered correctly by over fifty 
per cent of the students, seven were from the Soviet Life group as listed 
on the previous page. Table XIV shows these thirteen easiest questions 
arranged in order of difficulty. 
TABlE XIV 
Least Difficult Test Items 
Order of 
Difficulty 
1 
2 
3 
4 
4 
6 
. 7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
Number of 
Test Item 
36 
47 
. 27 
29 
35 
37 
7 
12 
32 
70 
28 
4 
41 
Per Cent Answering 
_ Item Correctly 
72.29 
69.99 
66.67 
65.45 
65.45 
63.56 
63.46 
57.48 
56.48 
53.93 
53.71 
52.60 
52.49 
Best known to high school students in this sampling seems to be the 
fact that women work at almost all the same trades as men. This is a 
fact well known t o Americans in general and much publicized in newsreels 
and magazines. However, it is surprising that more students knew the 
. '"' ( ' J 
I place of women in the U.S. S. R. than knew that the foreign and domestic 
policies of the Soviet Union are determined by the Crurununist Party. This 
question, number 2S, ranked eleventh. A closely related question, number 
27, concerning the fact that the positions of greatest respect in the 
Soviet Union are held by members of the Communist Party, ranked third. 
It is both surprising and encouraging to note from question nUmber 29 
th~t a relatively high percentage of students are fairly familiar with the 
economic situation in the U.s.s.R. An equal number, and this is not 
surprising, know that the schools, science, and the press are controlled by 
the Soviet government. A concept which we may regard as one of the most 
important covered by the test, the fact that the Soviet people do not 
protest against their present lack of personal freedom largely because they 
have never known such freedom, was recognized by almost sixty~four per 
cent of the examinees and ranked sLxth in order of difficulty. 
Two closely related question, numbers 4 and 7, classified as 
geographical and historical respectively, ranked high in the list. These 
items dealt with Russia ' s desire for warm water ports and especially with 
her attempts to gain entrance to the Mediterranean through the Dardanelles. 
An awareness of this lack of seaports in the southwestern part of her coun-
try is certainly important to an understanding of Russia's foreign policy 
both past and present. 
Two well understood aspects of Russian history were the fact that the 
Tartars invaded Russia and ruled over her for two hundred years and that 
the serfs had no property and no legal rights. These would seem to be 
concepts likely to be learned in the schools although we cannot, of course, 
make any definite statement to this effect. 
A reasonably high percentage of students seems to be aware that 
although the Soviet Union has c~ne to rank high with industrial countries, 
the majority of her people still engage in agriculture. This, too, could 
or could not have been learned in school. Almost certain, however, not 
to have been learned in school was the answer to the last question on the 
test which called for matching Anna Pavlova and the ballet. This ra~~ed 
as the tenth easiest question. 
Last of the thirteen easiest items and just making the fifty per cent 
or more group was question number forty-one. Only 52 1/2 per cent of the 
students knew that the Soviet Union became the ally of England and France 
when her land was invaded by the soldiers of Hitler. For a matter of 
current history of such great importance this record is shockingly low. 
~ Difficult Test Items 
An interesting analysis may also be ll'.ade of the questions which proved 
the most difficult. These e3:re listed in Table XV. 
Most of these questions are related to the concepts which would be 
expected to be least kno\vn. There are, however, a few exceptions. Five 
of the questions, numbers 50, 51, 52, 57, and 63 show that students do 
not know the background of the revolution in Russia. They are unaware that 
the Bplshevik Revolution of 1917 was not a sudden outburst against the 
oppression of tsarism but the outgrowth of a long series of revolutions, 
some of them stemming from liberal and dero~cratic political parties. 
Vfuile a low percentage of correct answers for any one of these questions 
alone would not be particularly disturbing, the fact all of them were so 
frequently missed shows an aspect of Russian civilization greatly neglected 
The most frequent misconception, however, and one which tho~gh chiefly 
technical is still important, involved the distinction between Russia and 
the Soviet Union. Questions 60 and 61 show that students believe that 
the two are synonymous rather than one a part of the other. 
The most disturbing of these questions seldom answered correctly are 
numbers 55 and 39. Students do not know that a civil war took place in 
Russia just after the Bolshevik Revolution . If they do not lcnow of the 
existence of such a war, they cannot know that the Allied armies, including 
that of the United States, took part in that war against the Bolsheviks. 
ltnd thus they cannot understand one of the principal reasons for the 
Soviet Union's distrust of the west, The fact that students are unaware 
of the part played by the Soviets in the League of Nations and the aid 
given by them to the Spanish Loyalist government would seem to show the 
extent to which our own fear of the Soviet Union has tended to obscure 
the instances where Soviet action has been honorable. 
The fact that Russia lost much of her land to Germany by the treaty 
of Brest- Litovsk and the association of ~~yakovsky with the theatre were 
not expected to be widely recognized. It is perhaps worthy of note, 
however, that 1.<~ith the exception of the distinction between the U.S.S. R. 
and the R.S.F . S.R. and the Soviet aid to Spanish Loyalists, these least-
known questions were concerned with concepts which we would expect to be 
made familiar to students in school rather than in their outside reading. 
Order of 
Difficulty 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
12 
TABLE JJl 
Most Difficult Test Items 
Number of 
Test Item 
61 
60 
55 
45 
52 
51 
.39 
57 
63 
40 
66 
50 
Freguent Misconceptions 
Per Cent Answering 
Item Cor rectly 
3.09 
.3.64 
4.32 
8.19 
9.97 
10.41 
10.52 
10.96 
11.18 
11.63 
11.85 
12.07 
A few of the questions which were considered of particular importance 
or interest were analyzed further. D1 this analysis, as with the compari-
son of test scores with social studies marks, only one-third of the 
classes were used. The same procedure for selecting these classes was 
used. See page 
It seemed surprising that not more than 52.h9 per cent of the students 
were aware of the part played by the Soviet Union in VTorld War II. In a 
breakdown of student responses it was found that 8.3 per cent of the 
students believed that the Soviet Union fought on the side of Germany. 
Seven per cent believed that she was attacked by Japan and hence became 
our ally. Fot~teen and six-tenths per cent bel~eved that she had signed 
a pact of alliance with England and France and came to the aid of these 
countries when they were attacked by Germany. Many others, of course, 
did not answer the question at all. 
With regard to Russia's part in World Vvar I there was much greater 
uncertainty. All responses were almost equally popular. Table X..1I has 
shown that 21.92 per cent of all students answered the question correctly. 
Of the 314 students selected for the pre.sent analysis, 25 1/2 per cent 
believed that Russia fought on the side of Germany. ~venty-one and seven-
tenths per cent believed that she fought weakly for a short while on the 
side of the Allies and withdrew when it appeared that Germany v1ould win . 
Sixteen and six-tenths per cent believed t hat the Whites fought on the 
side of the t~lies while the Reds fought on the side of the Germans. Since 
the responses were sq ,_,_evenly distributed there is no way of knowing how 
large a proportion of the correct answers were mere guesses. 
The most prevalent misconception found among the relatively few 
questions analyzed was the belief that Marx and Lenin rather than Lenin 
and Trotsky were the leaders of the Bolshevik Revolution. Thirty-four and 
seven-tenths per cent of the students selected this response for question 
number 21. Only a comparatively few students thought that Stalin had been 
one of the leaders. The question had been answered correctly by 42.08%. 
Thirty-one and eight-tenths per cent of the examinees believed that 
about seventy per cent of the people of the Soviet Union are members of 
the Coromunist Party. Sixteen per cent believed that almost one hundred 
per cent are members. 
Over twenty-five per cent of the students believed that the chief aim 
of the leaders of the Bolshevik Revolution was to set up a democratic form 
of government. This would seem to show some confu.sion between the March 
and October Revolutions. Thirty per cent chose either option 11211 or 11 311 
thus indicating the belief that advancement of Russia rather than world 
revolution was the chief concern of Lenin and Trotsky. 
Chiefly as a matter of curiosity an analysis was made of the response.s 
to item number twenty. Twenty and seven-tenths per cent said that the 
Romanovs were a group of Roman Catholics persecuted by the Greek Orthodox 
Church. No other incorrect response was so often chosen. 
Analyses of many other items, especially those in the field of pre-
revolutionary history, show a fairly equal distribution of answers among 
the various options, thus suggesting that answers to these questions, even 
many of the correct ones, were merely guesswork. 
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CHAPTER FIVE 
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
In the scoring of the test no correction for guessing was made since 
Greene, Jorgensen, and Gerberich have said, 
It need not necessarily be used with multiple-choice items 
having four or more alternatives, as the chance of making 
a correct guess is not great in such tests. Matching tests 
are not corrected for chance, for little opport~y for 
guessing exists if they are properly constructed. 
If such correction were used on the total mean of 21.56, the results would 
be discouraging to say the very least. 
R -
23 In the formula, 
w 
' N- 1 
in which the number wrong is divided by one less than the number of alter-
natives and then subtracted from the number right, the corrected mean 
would ~e 5.~.1. This figure seems absurdly low, yet since it is inconceiv,.. 
able that some guessing did not take place, we must keep in mind that the 
figure, 21.56 is almost certainly high. 
A review of this study leads to the conclusion that a great deal more 
needs to be done in most of our high schools toward developing an under-
standing of this very important factor in the future of our world, the 
Soviet Union,. 
22. Greene, Jorgensen, and Gerberich, Measurement~ Evaluation ••• p. 166. 
23. Ibid., p. 166. 
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In most aspects the results of the test are not surprising. It was 
not expected that scores would be high. It is well known that many schools 
have avoided devoting much attention to a study of Russia either because 
teachers themselves knew little about the subject or because the adminis-
tration feared community reaction. It is not surprising that in our 
eagerness to combat Soviet communism and Soviet aggression we have often 
tended to neglect the reasons why Russians have turned to communism and to 
aggression. We are not afraid when discussing a criminal to consider his . 
home background, his community, and his early experiences, and though we do 
not then sanction his actions, we do at least better understand the cause 
of those actions, and understanding, ~re desirous to improve our society 
in order that in the future criminals will be less numerous~ In the 
consideration of nations we have not yet arrived at such a degree of 
objectivity. 
Knowledge of the U.s.s.R. seems, to be greatest in the field of present 
day Soviet life, and this aspect is perhaps of most immediate importance. 
A true understanding, however, ,is not possible without knowledge of ttwhy~' 
as well as 11what11 • Unless we know something of the background of serfdom an 
of isolation in pre-revolutionary Russia, we cannot fully appreciate the 
attitude of contemporary Soviet citizens. Unless we understand something 
of the role of the \<\Testern countries in the past, we can little understand 
Russia's antagonism toward the West at the present time. 
Some of the schools are doing the job. The record of City A is 
admirable and its course . in modern history evidently effective. The 
....- --
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achievement of City B is fair. But in schools where scores are highest for 
those students who have taken no courses in modern history or who made no 
study of Russia in the courses they did take, much is left to be desired. 
The fact that in the total sampling those who had taken one of the 
courses mentioned and those who had st udied the Soviet Union specifically 
achieved scores higher than those who had not seems to show that school 
instruction does increase knowledge in this field and therefore should be 
extended. It is not particularly disturbing that students who had taken 
two, three, or four of .the social studies courses mentioned did not do 
better on the test than those who had tru{en only one course, since a great 
deal of overlapping in these courses is not and should not be the object:Lve 
of any well-constructed curriculum. 
More frequent reading of newspapers and magazines in almost all cases 
was found to accompany the higher scores. Such reading, therefore, should 
be encouraged. Correlation of test results with social studies marks shows 
that' individual ability and study habits also play their part in determining 
the degree of knowledge concerning the Soviet Union. Ability itself, of 
course, is not the responsibility of the school, but nillking the best use of 
such ability is. In the light of these f i ndings, therefore, the following 
suggestions are made. 
Specific Recommendations for the Social Studies Curriculum 
I. · More time should be devoted to a study of the Soviet Union. 
A. A full-time course in modern history or its equivalent should 
be required of all students in the sophomore year. (The sophomore 
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year is selected since it is the year in which such courses are 
at present most widely taught . ) 
B. A n~jor unit within this course should be devoted t o the Soviet 
Union. 
c. Special emphasis vdthin this unit should be placed on the back-
ground· of the Russian Revolution and the changes brought about 
by it. 
D. Considerable class discussion should take place in order that 
misconcepti ons can come to light and be corrected. 
I. Interest in outside reading should be stimulated. 
A. In addition to regular current events publications , daily 
newspapers and news magazines should be used. 
B. Weekly news magazines should be available in the classroom. 
c. A supply of books on varied aspects of Soviet history and 
culture should be available in the classroom, if not on a 
permanent basis, at least during the study of that country; 
D. Definite time should be allotted for free discussion of new 
ideas suggested by these books, magazines, and newspapers. 
It is hoped that the attention here given to the problem of instruc-
concerning the Soviet Union in the public schools will-make teachers 
principals ·somewhat more aware of the need for improvement in this field 
d will encourage them in some way to increase their own efforts i n this 
irection. Several of the teachers who administered the test have asked 
-· ·-
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for copies to be used with others of their classes. The writer will be 
glad to supply copies to any other teachers or schools who might wish to 
make use of it for as long as there are such copies, and the test or~ny 
items from the test may be copied for use at any time. 
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APPENDIX A 
Following is the list of concepts which was sent to the three college 
professors who served as judges of what subject matter was most important 
to an understanding of the Soviet Union today. The figure in the space at 
the left of each statement represents the average score given that concept 
by the three professors. The statements themselves are preceded by the 
instructions for rating sent to these experts . 
OUTLI1m OF RUSSIAN CIVILIZATION 
The following is a somewhat detailed outline of a poss{ble course of 
study covering Russia and the Soviet Union. which might be taught as part 
of a high school course in world history, study of nations, or some similar 
subject. All the statements are not of equal importance, and all or them 
could not be learned and understood by all students even were sufficient 
school time available . On the basis of the concepts which you and four 
other experts consider most necessary to an understanding of the Soviet 
Union, however, a test will be devised and ad1ninistered to several high 
school seniors in an effort to deterrnine the extent to which this under-
standing hRs been achieved. It is hoped that by considering the results 
of this test, teachers in public schools n~y be made further aware of the 
paucity of knowledge concerning so important a country as the Soviet Union, 
and that, appreciating the necessity of understanding as much as possible 
of the background and motivating forces of this nation, they may be moved 
to remedy the situation in their own teaching. 
To help establish criteria for determining the status of knowledge 
concerning the U. S. S. R. among those about to graduate from high school, 
will you please read the statements below and check each item in the mar-
gin in the following manner: 
X if you think the statement is not true; 
1 if you think the statement is true, but relatively unimportant 
to a general understanding of the Soviet Union; 
2 if you think the fact should be taught; 
3 :if you think the fact should receive special emphasis. 
Please feel free to make suggestions as to the rewording of statements, 
the o~ission of parts of them, or the addition of significant facts which 
~4Y have been omitted from the outline . 
3 1. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics includes the country 
which we used to call Russia and the lands which have been 
added to it by the Soviet Government .• 
2 1/3 2. The Soviet Union covers approximately one-sixth of the land 
area of the world. 
1 3. The Soviet Union extends across both Europe and Asia; most of 
Asiatic Russia is called Siberia. 
2 4. Within the U.S.S.R. are almost all types of climate and 
topography. 
2 2/3 5. The natural resources of the Soviet Union are among the richest 
of the world. 
3 6. Within the Soviet Union are many distinct nationalities and 
rac.ial groups. 
1 1/3 7. The various Slavic groups form the greater part of the Soviet 
population, the next in number being the Nordics and the Mongols 
1 8. Northmen, or Varangians , came to rule over Russia's Slavic 
tribes in the ninth Century. 
2 9. Kiev became the center of Russia because of its strategic 
position on the trade routes of medieval times. 
2 2/3 10. Through trade the Russians came in contact with Constantinople, 
which was then still the center of Greek civilization in the 
East . 
3 11. From Constantinople came the beginnings of Russian civilization 
and the adoption of Greek Orthodoxy as the national religion. 
This was one of the most important factors in determining 
Russia's future ~nang the other nations of the world . 
2 2/3_ 12. 
2 1/3 13. 
2 1/3 lk-· 
1 2/3 15. 
The Mongol (or Tartar) tribes swept over Russia from the East, 
plundering the land and massacring inhabitants. 
The Tartars ruled over Russia for more than two hundred years, 
but although they left traces on her civilization, they were 
eventually absorbed into the culture of the Russian people. 
The period of Tartar suppression kept Russia 's attention focused 
on the East and prolonged her isolation from Europe . 
The Muscovite princes were eventually able to organize the rest 
of the city states and gradually to throw off the Tartar yoke. 
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2 l/3 16. Muscovy became the center of government and embarked on a period 
of tremendous expansion which continued from Moscow artd from 
St. Petersburg until the 19th Century. 
1 17. Ivan the Terrible carried on an offensive against the Tartars 
which initiated the conquest of Siberia. 
2 18. A primary cause for the expansion of Muscovy was the desire for 
security. 
2 19. The desire for security has continued to be one of the major 
air~ of Russian foreign policy. 
1 l/3 20. Wben the first line of tsars died out, the noblemen elected to 
head the governrnent, a young man named Romanov. 
2 l/3 21. The Romanovs ruled Russia until the Revolution of 1917, pro-
ducing both weak and strong tsars. 
2 l/3 22. The most famous of the Romanovs was Peter the Great. 
2 1/3 23. When Peter came to the throne the Russians seemed more ~~ 
Asiatic than a European people. 
3 24. Peter the Great devoted his reign to introducing to his country 
the manners, customs, and knowledge of the West. 
3 25. Peter the Great recognized that Russia's backwardness and un-
developed comrnerce were due chiefly to her lack of ice-free 
seaports. 
3 26. Peter waged war against the Turks for access to the Black Sea 
and against the Swedes for access to the Baltic. 
2 2/3 27. Peter the Great was successful in his warfare against the 
Swedes. 
1 2/3 28. 
2 2/3 29. 
It was not until the time of Catharine the Great that Russia 
obtained concessions from Turkey. 
Peter the Great built a new capital, St. Petersburg, on the 
shores of the Baltic as Russia ' s "Window to the West 11 • 
__ ,3 __ 30. The desire for warm water ports continued to be and still 
remains a major aim of Russian foreign policy. 
_,3_ 31. Russia fought many wars with Turkey in an attempt to get control 
of Constantinople and an outlet to Western trade. 
1 2/3 32. In her attempt to control Constantinople Russia was opposed not 
only by Turkey, but by England and France. 
X 33. The institution of serfdom originated in Russia during the time 
of the Tartar oppression. 
2 34. Long after the serfs had obtained their freedom in other 
European countries, the peasants of Russia continued to be 
considered a part of the land and to live in poverty and 
intellectual dar~~ess. 
2 2/3 35. Most of the serfs had no property and no legal rights. 
1 2/3 36. Catharine the Great was a so-called enl~ghtened despot, who 
recognized the evils of serfdom but lacked the courage to 
abolish it. 
1 2/3 37. The shock at the violence of the French Revolution made 
Catharine a reactionary. 
2 1/3 3B. 
2 2/3 39. 
The westernizing policies of both Peter and Catharine had the 
effect of widening the gap between the landowners and the 
peasants. 
From time to time peasant revolts took place under such great 
leaders as Pugachev and Stenka Razin. 
3. ·. 40 . When Napoleon invaded Russia, Russian noblemen came in closer 
contact with Europeans, c..nd the ideas and ideals of the French 
Revolution became more widespread in Russia. 
1 1/3 41. Much unrest arose among the intellectual class of Russia. 
2 42. In 1825 a group of nobles called the Decen~rists led a revolt 
demanding a constitution and alleviation of the conditions of 
the serfs. 
1 2/3 43 . The leaders of the Decem.brists were hanged or sent to Siberia, 
and from then on the revolution passed into the hands of the 
middle class. 
2 2/3 44. Since the time of Peter the Great there had been developing two 
Dnportant theories as to how the ills of Russia should be cured. 
The ~dvocates of these theories came to be known as the 
· ~esternizers and the Slavophils . 
3 45. The lf;/esternizers wanted to copy the advances of Western I!..urope, 
whi l e the 3lavophils believed that Russia ' s development had a 
destiny of its own. 
f'' ' -
2 1/3 46. During t he 19th Century the "int elligentsia" became a more and 
more i mport ant factor in Russian life • 
.3 47. The concern of t he intelligentsia over· t.he backwardness of t he 
country, its depl orable political and economic conditions , i s 
refl ected i n t he superb literature of the last half of t he 19th 
Century. 
2 48 . The history of Russia cannot be fully understood without some 
knowledge of her literature, because for a long time it was 
t he only vehicle for the expression of liberal thought. 
2 49. It was with the intelligentsia, rather than with the masses of 
the people, that the revolutionary tradit i on originat ed. 
2 50. Many movements grew up among the intelligentsia which agitated 
for a more liberal and democratic gover~Jment with a constitution 
and universal suffrage. 
1 2/3 51. The political r eform movements begun by the intelligentsia 
failed largely because they were poorly organized and because 
they were Q~able to overcome minor differences for t he sake of 
forming one strong party. 
1 2/3 52. The democratic parties of the intelligentsia failed also because 
the peasants whom they were trying to help neither understood 
nor trusted them. 
1 53. Alexander II was by comparison with others a liberal tsar. 
3 54. Alexander II instituted many r eforms, the most important of 
which was the freeing of the serf s. 
3 55. The freeing of the serfs took place almost simultaneously with 
the emancipation of the slaves in the United States. 
3 56. Most of the peasants were little better off after their 
emancipation. 
3 57. Each village of peasants, owning t heir land in common, was 
expected to pay the Government f or that land within fifty years. 
3 58. Russia began to industrialize toward the end of the 19th Century. 
2 2/3 59. Nwmy of the freed serfs moved to the cities and there arose a 
small middle class and a working class, or proletariat, which 
was more intelligent and less conservative than the peasantry. 
3 60. Both the middle class and the proletariat bec~ne fertile soil 
for revol ution. 
-.. ,. ... 
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3 61. The defeat of Ruseia by Japan in 1905 showed up the inefficiency 
and corruptness of the tsarist r egime . 
2 1/3 62. When the Tsar's troops fired on the people in the massacre of 
"Bloody Sunday", an epidemic of strikes broke out and the Tsar 
was forced to grant certain concessions . 
1 1/3 63. In the revolution of 1905 the intellectuals were joined by the 
bourgeoisie and the proletariat. 
l 1/3 64. The bourgeoisie was interested primarily in political liberties 
and the proletariat in economic liberties . 
2 65. The Duma, or representative assembly, brought about some reforms 
and was in rnany ways successful. 
X 66. The powers of the Duma were soon modified largely through the 
influence of the priest, Rasputin. 
2 2/3 67 • In 1914 Russia entered the First Vvorld War on the side of the 
Allies and was in part responsible for the defeat of Germany. 
2 1/3 6B. The Russian soldiers were ill-equipped and ill-fed and unaware 
of what they were fighting for . 
1 2/3 69. Opposition to the First World Vlar grew as the weaknesses of the 
Russian Government became more evident• 
1 2/3 70. A food shortage in Petrograd brought matters to a crisis. 
1 2/3 71. The strikers protested, and when the Tsar ordered his troops to 
fire on them, the troops refused. Many of them went over to 
the side of the people. 
1 2/3 72. Deprived of his military support, Nicholas was forced to 
abdicate. 
1 2/3 73. A Provisional Government was set up consisting chiefly of 
bourgeoisie and liberal landholders. 
1 2/3 74. The most powerful members of the Provisional Cabinet caro~ to 
be Paul Milyukov and Alexander Kerensky. 
1 75. Kerensky finally won out over M:ilyukov, but his government 
failed because it was too radical for some, too conservative 
for others. 
3 76. The Provisional Government failed also because of its lack of 
decisive action and because it continued a war which the people 
did not want. 
, . · ~ "J 
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2 77. During the sununer of 1917 the Bolsheviks were planning to get 
control of the soviets. 
3 78. The soviets were councils representing workingmen and soldiers. 
2 79. The Bolsheviks secured control of the Petrograd Soviet, which 
was the most influential, and from there extended their control 
to others throughout Russia. 
___ 3 __ 80 . In November the Petrograd Soviet led the second revolution, 
overthrowing the Provisional Government and bringing to power 
Lenin and Trotsky and the Bolsheviks. 
3 81. The Bolsheviks promised to conclude immediate peace with the 
Central Powers, to place industry in the control of the workers, 
to divide the land among the peasants, and to ration food to 
the starving cities. 
2 1/3 82. The appeals of the Bolsheviks to the peasants and factory 
workers succeeded although neither group was seriously intereste 
in the theories and ideals of Marxian revolution. 
2 83. Banks, large industries, foreign trade, and the transportation 
system were socialized ~runediately. 
2 84. The hunuliating treaty of Brest-Litovsk was signed, by which 
Russia lost some of her most valuable lands. 
2 85. Some of the territory lost by the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk was 
recovered when the Allies forced Germany to repudiate the treaty 
at the close of the War. 
1 86. To Lenin and Trotsky it was immaterial in what country the 
Communist Revolution should take place. 
2 87. Lenin and Trotsky believed that the working classes of all 
countries have more in common than the various classes within 
one country .. 
2 2/3 88. The chief aim of Lenin and Trotsky was to promote world- wide 
revolution, and Russia happened to be the most convenient 
starting· point. 
2 2/3 89. Vfuen the Communists c&~e to power they sent out agents to all 
parts of the world in the hope of provoking a world- wide 
revolution. 
2 2/3 90 . ·whatever one may think of the theories of Lenin, he was cer-
tainly one of the greatest thinkers and leaders of our century. 
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2 2/3 91. During the first years after the Revolution the Bolsheviks were 
harassed by ci vil war i n which the Allies aided the counter-
. revol utionaries , or whites. 
2 92. To combat t he counter-revolutionaries and t he il.llies who sided 
with them, Trotsky established the Red .Army. 
2 93. By 1920 the Gorrununists were in control of mos t of the country. 
2 2/3 94. The Soviet Union has never got rid of the idea that the 
capitalist nations are conspiring to overthrow the Communist 
Government. 
1 2/3 95. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics was formed in December, 
1922, by the Russian, Ukrainian, Byelorussian and Trans-
Caucasian Soviet Republics, and the first constitution was 
adopted in 1924. 
1 2/3 100. The purpose of the Five Year Plans was to use the country ' s 
resources to the best advantage in order to bring Russia rapidly 
in line with the progressive nations of the lfV"est. 
1 2/3 101. America was set before the people as the model of modern 
technology, and many Americans were employed on projects in the 
Soviet Union. 
2 2/3 102. The first of the Five Year Plans concentrated on the production 
of heavy machinery and the improvement of transportation 
facilities, as well as the collectivization of agriculture. 
3 103. The Five Year Plans were highly successful; great advances were 
made in industry and transportation, and agricu~tural methods 
were greatly modernized. 
3 104. The Five Year Plans were hard on the Russian people, who had to 
cut dovm their consumption in order to have a surplus to sell 
abroad. 
2 2/3 105. The peasants were still not a revolutionary group and many of 
the richer ones resisted collectivization. Many died of 
starvation and many more were exiled to Siberia. 
1 2/3 106. The second Five Year Plan concentrated on lighter industry, and 
the third, which was interrupted by the Second Vvorld War, was 
to have produced consumers ' goods for Soviet citizens. 
2 2/3 107. The progress which had been made under the Five Year Plans 
proved a saving factor for the Russians in World War II . 
2 l/3 lOS . Afte~ Lenin ' s death the~e had a~isen a conflict between Trotsky 
and Joseph St alin for control of the Government. 
2 2/3 109. Stalin emerged victorious and the emphasis i n Party policy 
shifted from "World Revolution" to 11Building Socialism in One 
Country .• 11 
1 1/3 110. During the years 1935-37 there was in the Soviet Union 
consider able sabotage and spy activity. 
2 111. The sabotage during the middle thirties was at tributed to the 
followers of Trotsky, and a purge resulted. 
2 112. During the purge of the 1930's hundreds of people were tried 
briefly, sentenced, and ex,ecuted or severely punished . 
1 1/3 113. Many confessed to conspiring with Germany and Japan, but the 
violent methods used against them temporarily weakened Stalin ' s 
influence in Western Europe . 
2 2/3 114. Foreign powers had been slov1 to extend diplomatic recognition 
to the Communist Government in Russia for many reasons: it 
had repudiated the t sarist debt; it had advocated world 
revolution, attacked religion, and used cruel methods in secur-
ing poi•Jer. 
1 1/3 115 . The Western powers ' distrust of the Soviet Union gradually 
decreased in the late twenties and early thirties, and in 1934 
she was admitted to the League of Nations . 
2 116 . The Soviet Union ' s participation in the League was extensive, 
and her Foreign Commissar, Litvinov, was active in calling for 
peace conferences and disarmament . 
2 2/3 117. The U.S.S. R. was emphatic i n denouncing Italy's seizure of 
Ethiopia and Franco 's rise in Spain and urged League action 
against Hitler ' s attack on Czechoslovakia . 
2 118. When the U.S . S. R. attacked Finland, she was immediately expelled 
from the League of Nations . 
l 1/3 119. The Soviet Union gave as her reason for the attack on Finland, 
the fact that she was a.larmed at the spread of Hitler 's power 
and unable to get help ' from the West. 
3 120. In JQ~e, 1941 Hitler's t roqps invaded the Soviet Union and she 
again became an ally of England aDd France . 
l 121. The highest organ of Gov~rnment according to the Constitution 
in the Soviet Union is the Supreme., Soviet of the U. S.S. R. , 
also called the All-Union Congress of Soviets. 
l 1/3 122. The All-Union Congress of Soviets is made up of two houses, 
the Soviet of the Union, elec::ted strictly on the basis of 
population, and the Soviet of Nationalities, elected according 
to units of government, each like unit having the same number 
of representatives . 
1 123~ · The Supreme Soviet elects the Presidiurn, or Central ~xecutive 
Cornnrl.ttee, which governs when that body is not in session. 
1 124. The President of the. Presidium is the theoretical head of the 
Soviet Government. 
X 125. The Supreme . .Soviet also elects the Union Council of People ' s 
1linisters which corresponds in many ways to our President ' s 
Cabinet. 
1 126 . Theoretically the Presidium supervises the work of the Minister • 
1 127. The Supreme Court is also elected by the congressional body 
with the result that all three branches of government are in 
reality one. 
3 128. The Government in turn is actually run by the Comraunist Party 
in the form of the Politburo. 
3 129. The Corrununist Party, which is the only legal party in the 
U.S. S.R., raakes up a very small percentage of the population. 
2 2/3 130. 
2 2/3 131. 
2 1/3 132. 
Many who are not Party members share Corumunist beliefs, and 
joining the Party is considered a great honor and responsi-
bility. . 
The Soviet Government is not a dictatorship by the proletariat, 
but a dictatorship by a small group claiming to rQle in the 
interests of t he proletariat . 
The Government owns and controls all large- scale industry, and . 
each industry produces according to specific plans in which 
output is geared to the needs of the country. 
2 133. Workers may be shifted· by the Government according to changes 
in supply a...TJ.d derna.TJ.d . 
2 134. 1!'lork is a duty for every able- bodied citizen. 
2 1/3 135. Though the Soviet Union has come to rank high with industrial 
countries , the majority of her people still engage in 
agriculture. 
2 2/3 136. The vast majority of farms .are owned collectively. 
2 137. A collective farm is called a kolkhoz. 
2 2/) 138. In addition to working on the collective farm, the farmer w~y 
own his living quarters and a small plot of land for his own 
use. 
2 1/2 139. Workers on collective farms share the land, livestock, and 
far·m buildings as well as the expenses and profits. 
1 2/3 140. The Soviet experiment is not absolute communism. 
2 1.41. Greater results are rewarded with greater pay, and factory 
managers receive more than the workers . 
1 142. Soviet society is, as yet, not a classless society. 
2 143. The Russian Revolution of 1917 was more than political and 
econom.:i.c; it was an at tempt to change the foundations of the 
entire social structure. 
l 2/3 144. 
2 2/3 145. 
2 2/3 146. 
2 1/J 147. 
The Communists have made great strides in education, practi-
cally eliminating illiteracy in a country which was the most 
illiterate of aJlY of the powerful nations .. 
Education is used to indoctrinate the people with the ideology 
of Communism. 
The press is considered an instrument of education and is 
exclusively controlled by the Government. 
Art is considered an integral part of everyday life and must 
be understru1dable to the masses. It is another weapon of 
propaganda. 
2 2/3 148. Science is financed and controlled by the Government . 
2 1/3 149. Although the Cormnunists frown on religious observances, the 
Orthodox Church, which was at first ruthlessly attacked, now 
has comparative freedom. 
2 2/3 150. There is almost complete equality of men and women in the 
Soviet Union. There are very few jobs L~ which women are not 
engaged. 
2 151. National minority groups are equal in status to the Russians 
themselves throughout the Union, and discrimination is punish-
able by law. 
2 152. The Constitution of 1936 gives to the people many of the rights 
and freedoms which we are guaranteed by our Bill of Rights, 
but many of these rights are on paper only. 
2 153. Though there is much regimentation in the Soviet Union, the 
people accept the rule of the Corrmunists with far less protest 
than we might expect. 
2 2/3 154. This is largely because the freedoms which we consider 
essential are freedoms the Russians have never lmown. 
1 155. The Russian people are not far removed from serfdom; their 
former causes of distress were primarily economic rather than 
political, and these ills have certainly been greatly allevi-
ated. 
- * 156. The Russians have produced such great writers as Pushkin, 
Tolstoy, Turgenev, Dostoevski, and Chekhov, such great 
musicians as Tchaikovsky, Rimski-Korsakov, Shostakovich, and 
Prokofiev, such great scientists as Pavlov and J.Jfendeleev , and 
have led the world in as diversified fields as soil research 
and the ballet. 
1 157. Many .Americans have travelled in the Soviet Union and have 
been enthusiastic in their liking of the Russian people. , 
* The experts considered item 156 important but too comprehensive. It 
is broken up in the actual test into six items covering various phases of 
Russian culture. 
APPENDIX B 
Following is a list of the concepts to which the three experts in 
Russian history gave an average rating of "2" or more.. At the right of 
each statement appear the numbers of test items dealing with each concept . 
It was necessary to omit five or six of the concepts receiving a score of 
just "2" since they did not fit conveniently with other concepts or with 
each other and to have made separate questions of each would have been to 
make the test too long. However, no items are included in the test which 
did not receive a score of at least 11211 • 
CONCEPTS USED IN THE TEST 
Concept 
(Numbered as in Appendix A) 
1. The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics includes 
the country which we used to call Russia and the 
lands which have been added to it by the Soviet 
Union. 
2 . The Soviet Union covers approximately one-sixth 
of the land area of the world. 
5. The natural resources of the Soviet Union are 
an1ong the richest of the world . 
6. Within the Soviet Union are many distinct nation-
alities and racial groups. 
10. Through trade the Russians came in contact with 
Constantinople, which was then still the center 
of Greek dvilization in the East. 
11. From Constantinople came the beginnings of Russian 
civilization and the adoption of Greek Orthodoxy 
as the national religion. This was one of the 
most important factors in determining Russia ' s 
future among the other nations of the world. 
12. The Mongol (or Tartar) tribes swept over Russia 
from the EastJ plundering the land and ro~ssacring 
inhabitants. 
13. The Tartars ruled over Russia for Jnore than two 
hundred years, but although they left traces on 
her civilization, they were eventually absorbed into 
the cultt~e of the Russian people . 
14. The period of Tartar suppression kept l~lssia 1 s 
attention focused on the East and prolonged her 
isolation from h1lrope . 
16. Muscovy became the center of government and embarked 
Test Items 
Using Concept 
43 , 60, 61 
44, 46 
4, 42 
1 
2 
2 
47 
47, 3 
on a period of tremendous expansion which continued 43 
from }:Toscow and from st. Petersburg 'l.mtil the 19th 
Century. 
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19. The des ire for security has continil.ed to be one 
of the major airns of Russian foreign policy. 
21 . The Romanovs ruled Russia u..ntil the Revolution 
of 1917, producing botl1 weak. and strong Tsars. 
22 . The mos t famous of the Roro.anovs was Peter the 
Great . 
23. ··.men Peter carne to t he throne the Russians seemed 
more an Asiatic than a European people. 
24w Peter the Great devoted his reign to introducing 
to his country the manners J cus.toms, and lmowl-
edge of the West. 
25. Peter the Great recognized that Russia•s back-
wardnes s and undeveloped commerce were due chiefly 
to her lack of ice-free seaports. 
26. Peter waged war against the Turks for access to 
t he Black Sea and against the Swedes for access to 
the Baltic. 
n 27. Peter the Great was successful in his warfare 
against the Swedes. 
29. Peter the Great built a new capital, St . Petersburg, 
on the shores of the Baltic as Russia's 11Window to 
the West.tt 
30. The desire for warm water ports continued to be and 
still remains a major aim of Russian foreign policy • 
.31. Russia fought many wars with Turkey in an attempt 
to get control of Constantinople and an outlet to 
Western trade • 
.34. Long after the serfs had obtained their freedom in 
other European count ries, the peasants of Russia 
continued to be considered a part of the land and 
to live in poverty and intellectual darkness. 
35. Most of the serfs had no property and no legal 
4.6 
20 
5, 6 
5 
3, 6, 4 
4, 46 
6, 7 
6 
5 
46 
4, 7 
13 
rights. 12 
38. The westernizing policies of both Peter and Catharine 
had the effect of widening the gap between the land- 6 
owners and the peasants . 
f(" 
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39. From tline to time peasant revolts took place 
under such great leaders as Pugachev and Stenka 
Razin~ 
40. Vfuen Napoleon invaded Russia, Russian noblemen 
came in closer contact with Europeans, and the 
ideas and ideals of the French Revolution became 
more widespread in Russia. 
42. In 1825 a group of nobles called the Decembrists 
led a revolt demanding a constitution and 
alleviation of the conditions of the serfs. 
44. Since the time of Peter the Great there had been 
developing two important theories as to how the 
ills of Russia should be cured. The advocates of 
these theories came to be ~nown as the Westerni-
zers and the Slavophils. 
45. The ~-esternizers wanted to copy the' advances of 
Western Europe, while the Slavophils believed 
that Russia ' s development had a destiny of its own. 
46 .. During the 19th Century the "intelligentsia" 
becrune a more and more important factor in Russian 
life. 
47. The concern of the intelligentsia over the back-
wardness o_f the country, its deplorable political 
and economic conditions, is reflected in the 
superb literature of the last half of the 19th 
Century. 
48 . The history of Russia cannot be fully understood 
without some kno'VJledge of her literature, because 
for a long time it was the only vehicle for the 
expression of liberal thought. 
49. It was with the intelligentsia; rather than Vjith 
the w~sses of the people,that the revolutionary 
tradition originated .. 
50. Many movements grew up among the intelligentsia 
which agitated for a more liberal and democratic 
government with a constitution and universal 
suffrage . 
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54. Alexander II instituted many reforms, the most 
important of which was the freeing of the serfs. 
55. The freeing of the serfs took _place almost simul-
taneously with the emancipation of the slaves in 
the United States. 
56. Most ofthe peasants were little better off after 
their emancipation. 
57. Each village of peasants, owning their land in 
common, was expected to pay the Government for 
that land within fifty years. 
58. Russia began to industrialize toward the end of 
the 19th Century. 
59. Many of the freed serfs moved to the cities and 
there arose a small widdle class and a working 
class, or proletariat, ·which was more intelligent 
and less conservative than the peasantry. 
60. Both the middle class and the proletariat became 
fertile soil for revolution. 
61. The defeat of Russia by Japan in 1905 sho~ed up 
the inefficiency and corruptness of the tsarist 
regime. 
62. When the Tsar's troops fired on the people in the 
massacre of "Bloody Sunday", a.n . epidemic bf ,S:trikes 
broke out and the Tsar was forced to grant certain 
concessions. 
65. The Duma, or representative assembly, brought about 
18 
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some reforms and was in many ways successful. 57 
67. In 1914 Russia entered the First World VITar on the 
side of the Allies and was in part responsible for 9 
the defeat of Germany. · 
68. The Russian soldiers were ill-equipped and ill-fed 
and unaware of what they were fighting for.. 19 
76. The Provisional Government failed also because of 
its lack of decisive action and because it continued 19 
a war which the people did not want . 
78. The soviets were councils r epresenting workingmen 
and soldiers. 
79 . The Bolsheviks secured control of the Petrograd 
Soviet, which was the most influential, and from 
there extended their control to others throughout 
Russia. 
80. In November the Petrograd Soviet led the second 
revolution, overthrowing the Provisional Govern-
ment and bringing to power Lenin and Trotsky and 
the Bolsheviks. 
81 . The Bolsheviks promised to conclude immediate 
peace with the Central Powers, to place industry 
in the control of the workers, to divide the land 
among the peasants, and to ration food to the 
starving cities. 
82. The appeals of the Bolsheviks to the peasants and 
factory workers succeeded although neither group 
was seriously interested in the theories and ideals 
of Marxian revolution. 
83 . Banks, large industries, foreign trade, and the 
transportation system were socialized almost 
irrunediately. 
84. The humiliating treaty of Bres t-Litovsk was signed~ 
by which Russia lost some of her most valuable 
lands . 
87 . Lenin and Trotsky believed that t he working classes 
of all countries have More in cor.rL'lon than the 
various classes ·within one country. 
88 . The chief aim of Lenin and Trotsky was to promote 
world- ·wide revolution, and Russia happened to be 
the most convenient starting point . 
89 . When the Conununists came to power they sent out 
agents to all parts of the world in the hope of 
provoking a world- wide revolution. 
90. Whatever one may thin..'k of the theories of Lenin, he 
was certainly one of the greatest thinkers and 
leaders of our cent ury. 
r. ·~., 
; \ ; 
56 
54, 56 
21, 54, 69 
23 
23 
29 
45 
22 
38 
64 
91. During the first years after the Revolution 
the Bolsheviks were harassed by civil war 
in which the iJ.lies aided the counter-revolu-
tionaries, or whites. 
, 9Z.. To comb.at the counter-revolutionaries and the 
Allies ~ho sided with them, Trotsl~ established 
the Red Army. 
94. The Soviet Union has never got rid of the idea 
that the capitalist nations are conspiring to 
overthrow the Comraunist Government. 
97. The New Economic Policy constituted a partial 
return to capitalism. 
98. Under the N.E.P. private domestic trade and small 
private enterprises_were allowed, but Lenin 
kept absolute control over the major industries 
and foreign trade. 
102. The first of the Five Year Plans concentrated on 
the production of heavy machinary and the 
improvement of transportation facilities, as well 
as the collectivization of agriculture. 
10.3. The. Five Year Plans were highly successful; great 
advances were made in industry and transportation 
and agricultural methods were greatly modernized. 
104. The Five·: Year Plans were hard on the Russian 
people, who had to cut down their consumption in 
order to have a surplus to sell abroad. 
105. The peasants were still not a revolutionary group 
and many of the richer ones forcibly resisted 
collectivization. Many died of starvation and 
- many were exiled to Siberia. 
107. The progress which had been made under the Five 
Year Plans proved a saving factor for the Russians 
in World War II~ 
108. After Lenin's death there had arisen a conflict 
between Trotsky and Joseph Stalin for control of 
the Government. 
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109. Stalin emerged victorious and the emphasis in 
Party policy shifted from "World Revolution" 
to "Building Socialism in One Country". 
111. The sabotage during the middle thirties was 
attributed to the followers of Trotsky, and a 
purge resulted. 
114. Foreign powers had been slow to extend diplo-
matic recognition to the Communist Government 
in Russia for many reasons; it had repudiated 
the tsarist debt; it had advocated world 
revolution, attacked religion, and used cruel 
methods in securing power. 
116. The Soviet Union 1s ·participation in the League 
was extensive, and her Foreign Commissar, 
Litvinov, was active in calling for peace 
conferences and disarmament. 
117. The U.S.S.R. was emphatic in denouncing Italy's 
seizure of Ethiopia and Franco's rise in Spain 
and urged League action against Hitler's attack 
on Czechoslovakia. 
118. '\:'lhen the U.s.s.R. attacked Finland, she· was 
inrrnediately exbelled from the League of Nations. 
120. In June, 1941 Hitler's troops invaded the Soviet 
Union and she again became an ally of England 
and France. 
128. The Government is actually run by the Communist 
Party in the form of the Politburo. 
129. The Communist Party, which is the only legal 
party in the U.S.S.R. makes up a very small per-
centage of the population. 
130. Many who are not Party meiP.bers share Communist 
beliefs, and joining the Party is considered a 
great honor. 
131. The Soviet Government is not a dictatorship by 
the proletariat, but a dictatorship by a small 
group claiming to rule in the interests of the 
proletariat •. 
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132. The Government owns and controls all large-scale 
' industry, and each industry produces according 
to specific plans in which -output is geared to 
the needs of the country. 
133. Workers may be shifted by the Government accord-
ing to changes in supply and demand . 
135. Though the Soviet Union has co~e to rank high 
11 ith industrial countries, the majority of her 
people still engage in agriculture. 
136. The vast majority of farms are owned collectively. 
137. Workers on collective f arms share the l and, live-
g stock, and farm buildings as well as the expenses 
and profits . 
138. In addition to work..ing on the collective farm, the 
farmer may own his living quarters and a small 
plot of land for his o~n use . 
139. A collective farm is called a kol khoz. 
141. Greater results are rewarded with greater pay, and 
factory managers receive .more than the workers . 
143. The Russian Revolution of 1917 was more than 
political and economic; it was an attempt to change 
the foundations of the entire social structure. 
145. Education is used to indoctrinate the people with 
the ideology of Cowmunism. 
146. The press is considered an instrument of education 
and is exclusively controlled by the Government . 
148. Science is financed and controlled by the 
Government. 
149. Although the Communists frown on religious obser-
vances, the Orthodox Church, which •ms at first 
ruthlessly attacked, now has comparative freedom. 
150. There is almost complete equality of men and women 
in the Soviet Union. There are very few jobs in 
which women are not engaged . 
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151., National minority groups are equal in status to 
the Russians themselves throughout the Union, 
and discrimination is punishable by law. 
152. The Constitution of 1936 gives to the people many 
of the rights and freedoms which are guaranteed 
by our Bill of Rights , but many of these rights 
are on paper only. ·-
153. Though t here is much regimentation in the Soviet 
Union, the people accept the rule of the Corrununists 
with far less protest than we might expect . 
154. This is largely because the freedoms which we 
consider essential are freedoms the Russians have 
never known. 
156. The Russiru1s have produced such great writers as 
Pushkin, Tolstoy, Turgenev, Dostoevski, and 
Chekhov, such great musicians as Tchaikovsky, 
Rimski- Korsakov, Shostakovich, and Prokofiev, such 
great scientists as Pavlov and Mendeleev, and have 
led the world in as diversified fields as soil 
research and the ballet. 
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APPENDIX C 
Following is the test based upon the concepts listed in Appendix B 
together with copies of the questionnaire- answer sheet and the instructions 
to teachers administering the test. 
To Cooperating Teachers: 
~~ 
' .. ~ .;_ ~ 
This test in Russian history .:md civilization is being given in connection 
with a problefl of graduate study at Boston University. The purpose of the study 
is to determine how much is known about the Soviet Union, her background, culture, . 
and present day society, by high school seniors in the vicinity of Boston. An 
effort vvill be made to determine whether or not those students who have taken a . 
course such as world history have a higher degree of knowledge in this ar ea than 
those who have gained · their information only through out- of-school reading, con-
ve-rsation,. r adio, etc . The t est results will be compared as to the curriculum 
in which the students are enrolled and as to sex. 
In the pr eparation of the test, a list of 157 stat ements covering the general 
history of Russ i a and the Soviet Union was submitted to a group of college profes-
sors of Russian histury and civilization. These men indicated which of the concepts 
they regarded as most important to an understanding of the Soviet Union, and fror.1 
these "most important" concepts the test items have been constructed. 
Di::~ ?iions for Administering 
Please do not tell the students ahead of time that this test will be given. 
The information called for on the answer sheet is necessary to the i nterpretation 
of test results~ Will you please go over these questions with the students and 
check to see thai:, they have been answered . 
Students ar~ not to write on the test booklets. 
The t est is : ~ntended to be given in one full class period . Will you please 
indicate on the data sheet the length of time which the students spent on the test 
after the directions were given . 
You are not expected to correct the t est. However, will you please fill out 
a data sheet for each class t o which you administer the t est and return it together 
with the answer sheets to which it applies t o the head of your department. Please 
make sure that all test booklets as well as answer sheets are returned as they will 
be needed for use in other classes. 
Your cooperation in giving this t est is gr eatly appreciated, and the results 
of the survey will be sent to you if you will indicate on the enclosed data sheet 
that you are interested in receiving them. 
•• 
.. 
·TEST · I ll HUSSI../11\T HISTOhY Al'J CIVILIZATION . ~~ r·· 
' . ..~ 
Nm:1e : --- - --- ·- ·- - · ·-------------·--- ~-------- ----Sex : M _ F __ 
School: 
----~ _ __ City ------- ----------
C:ITr i cul um : _ _ __ Di vis i on or Bl ock - - ----------
Have yo u studi ed Russia as par t of a hi Gh sc hoo l course i n any of the fol lowi ng? 
( Chec l~ once i f you have taken the course ; check t wi ce if a study of Russ i a •Nns 
included. ) 
Course 
l\Iode rn History 
Ylorld Hi s tory -------
Study of Nations 
- - -
Oth,J r 
----------·- -
Year Studi t3d 
(Fr . , So .. , Jj~ .. , Sr . ) 
- - ---- -
Mark Rece ived 
How often do you r ead a newspaper? EYery day 
times a mont h __ • 
Orwe a week __ Two or three 
Do you read any news magazine s uch as Time_Newswoek United States Nevvs 
Othe r 
• 
PLACE ALL MTS \':JERS ON 'YtiiS SHEET. DO lJOT "/RITE ON THE TEST BOOKLET. 
Example Page 4 Page 1 - Matching Page §. 
- A.-( 3 ) 
--22 .• ( I ) Examnle 62 ~ ( ~ ) 
B~ ( 2 ) 23 ~ ( 'i ) A. ( 5 ) 63 . ( I ) 
Page · l 24 ~ ( .:L ) B. ( 2 ) 64 . ( s ) --r~-( 3 ) 25 . ( ~ ) c. ( 3 ) 
2 ~ ( 3 ) 26 . ( 3 ) 65. ( 3 ) 
3 . ( Lf ) 27 . ( .3 ) 49 ~ ( 5 ) 66 . ( .:2. ) 
4 . ( 3 ) 28 .~ ( 3 ) 48 . ( I ) 67 . ( o/ ) 
Page· 2 29 . ( I ) 49 . ( If ) 
-5'.-( '{ ) Page 5 · 50 . ( 3 ) 68. ( Jf ) 6 ~ ( ..2 ) --30 ~ ( I ) 5L ( 0 ) 69 ~ ( o ) 7: ( "' ) 31: ( 3 ) 52 . ( .:2. ) 70 . ( I ) 8 ~ ( .:2.. ) 32 ~ ( -2. ) 
9 . ( I 1 33~ ( J ) 53 ·. ( a ) 
10 ~ ( I ) 34 ~ ( I ) 54 ~ ( ~ ) 
ll ~ ( ..3 ) 35 ~ ( If ) 55. ( I ) 
12 . ( I ) 36. ( I } 56 . ( ..2 ) Page·3 37 . ( .9 ) 57. ( .s- ) -13 ~-( 3 ) Page .§.. 58 . ( lf ) 14 ~ ( I ) 38~ ( 3 ) 
15 . ( ...2.. ) 39. ( I ) 59 . ( l( ) 
16 ~ ( .2- ) 40 . ( .2. ) 60 . ( .s- ) 
17 .~ ( ..1 ) 4L ( Lf ) 61. ( I ) 
18 ~ ( .2. ) 42 ~ ( J ) 
19 . ( 'I ) 4"' ' ( J ) - ~ . 
20 ~ ( !2.. ) 44 ~ ( ..2- ) 
21 . ( .:2.. ) 45 . 
t i ~ 46 . 
_. 
TEST IN RUSSIAN HiSTORY AND CIVILIZATION 
Directions: You will have the entire period for this test. Answer as many questions 
~s possible using whatever information you have, but do not make wild guesses. 
Part One: :Multipl~ Choice. in each of the following, choose the response \Vhich you 
think best answers the question or coopletes the ste, tement, and write the mm.ber of 
that response in the space provided on the ansvver sheet. 
Example A: The party in power in the Soviet Union at the present tir:J.e is the 
lo Republican Party. 
2. Socialist Party. 
3. Comn1unist Party. 
4. Democratic Party. 
The answer is, of course, the 11 Communist Party." Therefore you will 
write the figure "3" i.n the parentheses beside Nuaber 1 on the answer 
sheet. 
The Krealin is fanous as all but one of these: 
1. the home of Josep~talin-.--
Example B: 
2. a prison for political criminals. 
3. the seat of the Soviet Governr:J.ent. 
4o a masterpiece of Russian architecture. 
The !'esnonse which is not corredt is "a prison for political criminals . 11 
Ther-afo~e you will ·write the figure 11 2" in the parentheses beside Number 
2 on the ans·wer sheet. 
\vben the teacher tells you to begin, answer the test items in the same manner • . 
1. vvbich of the follovdng is true with regard to the people of the Soviet Union? 
1. Almost the entire populatioh of the Soviet Union is of pure Russian stock. 
2. Almost 3/4 of the population of the Soviet Union belongs to the Mongolian 
race ., 
3. There are many distinct nationalities and ethnic groups within the Soviet . 
Union. 
4. The various nationalities of the Soviet people have become so intermixed 
that no a::: curate deternination of their nationality can be wJ.de. 
2,. The differences which exist between the civilization of 'viestern Europe and that 
3. 
of Russia may best be explained by 
1. the invasion of Russia by the Varangians. 
2. the invasion of Russia by the Tartars. 
3. the Russians' adoption of the religion and culture of Byzantium. 
4. the rule of Russia by a landed aristocracye 
Russia 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
•~as 
the 
she 
her 
she 
for a long time isolated from Europe for all but one of these reasons. 
majority of her people were very poorly educated.---
was one of the last large countries to become industrialized. 
civilization was in many ·ways Oriental. 
v~as governed by an absolute monarchy. 
4. Russia's prolonged backwardness in trade and comr~erce was due in great part to 
the 
1. lack of navigable rivers ·within the country. 
2. presence of high mountain barriers between Europe and Asia. 
3. lack of seaports in the southwestern part of the country. 
4. lack of natural resources v~ithin the country. 
5. Peter the 
because 
1. he 
2. he 
3. he 
4. he 
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Great changed the capital of Russia from Moscow to St. Petersburg 
wanted the capital to be named for himself. 
wanted to :be within striking distance of Sweden. 
felt that Moscow was in a poor location for comr::1erce. 
wanted to turn Russia's attention toward the West. 
6. During his reign Peter the Great achieved all but one of these: 
l. he introduced much of ·western knovdedge and culture to Russia. 
2. he lessened th~ political and cultural gap between the upper and lower 
classes. . . · 
3, he won a war with Sweden and gained ports on the Baltic Sea, 
4. he weakened the pmver of the Orthodox Church in political affairs. 
7.. During the 18th and J,.9th Centuries Russia fought many wars with Turkey. The 
chief purpose of these _vvars wa.s 
1. the desire for ,.,liiore l and , 
2~ the conve:;csionof the Mohammedan Turks to Greek Orthodoxy. 
3. the control oL::·Turkey r s oil fields. 
4. the control of<' :l:.:9e Dardanelles. 
8. One of the most irJportant results of the Russo-Jap War was to show 
1. the need f'c.:i.~ a t:rans·-S:: .. berian railway. 
2" the we<tlmess and por:r··:ption of the tsarist r egir11e. 
3. the p•::csibility of arbitration in a dispute by a third nation. 
4. the western powers' fear of the rise of Japan. 
9. Of Russia's part in vvorld War I it oay be said that 
l. she •ms in great part responsible for Germany 's failure to win the War in 
1914 o 
2. by f'i [;>.t",ing on the side of Gernany until her own Revolution b::-oke out, she 
helped Germany hold out longer than would otherwise have been possible. 
3. she f (}ught weaJ:a_y for a while on the side of the Jtilies and withdrew when 
it a11~P.ared that Germany would win . 
4. her peuple were divided, the Reds fighting on the German side and the 
\fuites on the side of the Allies, 
10. Most of the early criticisn against the tsarist regime came from 
l. the intellectuals. 
2 . the peasants. 
3. the working men. 
4. foreign countries. 
11. vVhich of these classes of Russian society was in general the least interested in 
r evolution? 
1. The proletariat. 
2. The intellectuals. 
3. The peasants. 
4. The bourgeoisie, 
12. vVhich of the following best describes the condition of the serfs in Russia? 
l. Most of them had no property and no legal rights. 
2. They could not leave the land on which they Vi ere born until the age of 3 5. 
3. They had no property, but were protected by the tsar's officials from ill 
treatment at the hands of their masters. 
4. They vvere continually sold from estate to estate vvith no regard for fanily 
ties, 
."'1.!1"? 
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13. The serfs in Russia ·were freed 
l. during the reign of Peter the Great. 
2. shortly after the French Revolution. 
3. at approximately the same time as the freeing of the slaves in the United 
States. 
4 •. at the time of the Bolshevik Revolution. 
14. All put ~ of the following statements are true with regard to the newly freed 
serfs. 
l. They were novv far better off economically, though not politic ally. 
2~ l&~ny of theo moved to the cities. 
3. kuch of the land ·was bought from the nobles and then sold to the peasants " 
4. They lived in villages, owning their land in cor.:1mon. 
15. The intellectual class of Russia was greatly influenced by the ideas of the 
l. American Revolution,. 
2. French Revolution. 
3. Renaissance. 
4. Reformation. 
16. Which of these writers had the greatest effect on liberal political thinking 
during the last hal.f of the 19th Century? 
1. DostoevsJ-:: io 
2. Turgen.ev. 
J. Che~;:.;. ov. 
4. Pushkin. 
17. Russia began to industrialize 
1. towa:r.d the end of the 18th Century. 
2. in tha r:u.ddle of the 19th Century. 
3. toward the end of the 19th Century. 
4. after the First World Wa!'. 
18. Alexander II is most fanous as the tsar ·who 
l. granted the people a freely elected assembly. 
2. freed the serfs. 
3. was overthrown at the time of the Revolution. 
4. put down nurnerous peasant revolts. 
19. The Provisional Government failed for all but one of these reasons: 
1. it did not act quickly or firmly enoughin important matters. 
2. there was conflict between its various members. 
J. it continued to take part in a war in which the people had little interest , 
4. it vvas actually only the tsarist regime under a new narne and with new 
leaders. 
20. The Romanovs •wre 
l. a group of Rorr~n Catholics persecuted by the Greek Orthodox Church. 
2. the ruling fanuly of Russia for 300 years. 
3. a class of landowners in pre-revolutionary Russia. 
~ 4. a political party in opposition to the Corr®unists. 
21. The leaders of the Bolshevik Revolution were 
7 l. Marx and Lenin. 
2. Lenin and Trotsky. 
3. 1£arx and Stalin. 
4. Stalin and Trotsky. 
., 
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22. The chief aim of the leaders of the Bolshevik Revolution was to 
1. bring about worid- wide r evolution. 
2 . make Russia the ,most poM;rful nation in the vvorld . 
3. bring Russian indus try up to the l evel a chieved by western countries. 
4. ove rthrow the Tsar and s et up a democr atic form of government. 
2~·. The Bolsheviks won control of the Russian Government f or all but 2E.£ of these 
24 . 
25 . 
r easons: . 
l. 
2 , 
3. 
4. 
Which 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
In the 
Second 
l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
they pronised to place all industry in the hands of the workers. 
they pr 01;lis ed to divide t he land among the peasants . 
they pronised to conclude immedi ate peace wi t h the Central Povvers . 
they promised to put into effect the socialist ideals of Karl Marx . 
of these was not a belief of Marx? 
Political right s are of no value without economic rights. 
The dictatorship of the prolet ariat should come about by a forc eful over-
throw of the powereJ classes by t he farmers and f actory workers . 
The working classes of all countries have more in comr,ton than the variou E-: 
clas ses vd thin one country. 
Capitalism is a necessary advance over feudalism. 
r eorganization of policies between the time of Lenin's death and the 
Wor ld W::tr all but one of these events occur•rec.t: 
A st;_~uggle bet~nS:talin and Trotsky for the control of the Government . 
A. r en'9wed eraphasis upon >vorld r evolution. 
An emphasis upon bringing the economy of the Soviet Union in line with 
that of wes t ern countries, 
A pur ge of "disloyal" citizens. 
26 . Which of t hese is the best statement with r egard to the general effect of the 
Russian RevolLltion? 
l. I t brought about the establishment of political fre edom and equ~l rights. 
2. It s e+. up a new society in line with purely communist doctrines. 
3. It ai'£'ec t ed almost every phase of the lives of the peopl e . 
4. It ended in a ruthless persecution of all minority groups. 
27 . · The men holding the positions of greatest respect in the Soviet Union today are 
members of the 
l. Proletari at . 
2 . Orthodox Church • . 
3 . Comr,mnist Party . 
4. Secret Police . 
28. The for ei gn and dor:1estic policies of the Soviet Union are determined by 
l. the prol etariat . 
2 . the All-Union Congress of Soviets. 
3. the Communist Party . 
4. t he Red Army. 
29 . All but ~ of the following are true with r egard to the economic systen of the 
U.S.S.R.: 
l. All people in the Soviet Union r eceive the same sal ary, whatever their 
occupati on . 
2 . all means of production, communication, and transportation ar e ovvned by 
the State . 
3. the right to hire and fire l abor for private profit is forbidden to the 
people . 
4. Workers ar e often guided into one job or another in accordance vvith the 
country 1 s supply and demand . 
30. 
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Under the Five tear Plans great advances were made in all but one of these: 
1. production of goods which raised the standard of living ru~ong Russian 
families. 
2. production of heavy raachinery. 
3~ building of transportation f acilities. 
4. modernization of f arming methods. 
31. All but ~ of the following stat ements are true vvith r egard to the Five-Year 
Flans. 
1. They demanded a gr eat deal of sacrifice on the part of the Russian people . 
2 . I,Iost of t he farms at this time became collectivized or government owned, 
3. To hasten the execution of these Plans, Trotsky established the Red Army , 
4. 'l'he progr es s made during the Five Year Plans proved a saving f actor to th e 
hussians in World Vfar II • 
J2 . Which of t he f ol l owi ng best describes the r elationship between Rus s i a 's agri-
culture and industry? 
l. She al ways has been and still r emains an almost exclusively agricultural 
country. 
2. ilthough she has cor,1e to rank high with industrial countries, the ma jority, 
of her peopl e still engage in agriculture. 
3. Since t he Revolution she has been transformed from an agricultural to an 
ind.ustr·ial country. 
4. She has been and still remains a primarily industrial country. 
33. Workers on collective f arms . 
1. may have a sr,1all r,: lot of l and which they may cultivat e f or privat e profit 
after working on the corrunonly-ovmcd f arm. 
2. may own no buildings, land, machinery or livestock, but r~erely work for 
a wage like factory workers. 
3. ovm t heir own l and, but cooper at e in the work and share the profits. 
4. own all t heir own l and, but r ent expensive machines from the commonly-
owned machine tractor stations. 
34. Approxink~tely what percent of the Russian people are oembers of the Couununist 
Party? 
1. Less than 5%. 
2. About 30%. 
3. About 70%. 
4. Al most 100 %. · 
35. Of the following, which is least unde.r the control of th e Soviet Government? 
1. The schools. 
2 . The press. 
3. Science . 
4. The Orthodox Church. 
36. Which of the following best describes the position of women in the Soviet Union? 
1. Women work at almost all the same trades as men. 
2. The vwr~an' s place is definitely in the home . 
3. Married women ar e not allowed to \vork outside their homes. 
4. A vvoman is employed only when no r,k'ln is available for the job. 
37. The chief r eason the Soviet pe ople do not protest as strongly as Americans 
wo1Jlrl. R.eninst their lack of personal freedom is probably that 
l. they believe t hat such freedoms will be given theu after the completion 
of the pr esent five year plan. 
2. they believe that the r estrictions imposed by t he government are f air 
because the goverument. is the people. 
3. the freedoms which Yve consider so important are freedoms the Russians 
have never leu own . · 
4. they know that if they complain, they will be sent to Siberia. 
.... 
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38. Foreign countries were slow to extend diplor11E:.tic r ecognition to the Sovi~t Govern 
ment. for all but one of these r easons: 
1. i.t-had-;(~"r'used to pay the tsnrist debts. 
2 • . it s ent agents to many parts of the ·world advocating world r evolution. 
3. it had l aunched c;.n a t t ack on Finland. 
4. tt us ed cruel methods to secure povwr. 
39 . Which of the following is true of the Soviet Union 1 s relet tionship to the League 
of Nations? 
1. Tho Soviet Union joined the League and took an active part in calling for 
peace and disarmament conferences. 
2 . The Soviet Union joined the League, but took little part in its activit;Yes 
3. The Soviet Union vvas invited to join the League, but refus ed, 
4. The Soviet Union was never granted adr~ssion to the League. 
40. During the 1930 1 s the U.S.S.R. gave military aid to 
1. the Spanish Rebels . 
' 2 . the Spanish Loyalists. 
3~ Mussolini's Fascists. 
4. the Ethiopian resisters . 
41. During tho Second World War 
1. th() Sovi et Union signed a pact of alliance with England and France, and 
c:.s soor. as France was att acked declared war on Germany. 
2. the Sovi et Union signvd a non-aggression pact ·with Germany and later 
be c <~'l'le her ally .. 
3. the Soviet Union was attacked by J apan and irrrrnedi at ely declar ed herself 
an ally of the United States . · 
4. Hitle:::' 1 s troops invaded the Soviet Union and she becu.me an ally of 
England and France. 
42. Which of the following is the chief ro<"son for the r ecent development of Siberia? 
1. ~he r egion contains valuable natural resources. 
2 . The l cmd is needed to support Russia 1 s expanding population. 
3. The area is being used as a home for political criminals. 
4. The s eaports are needed for trade with western countries. 
43. The period of the greatest Russian expansion \''/U.s during the rule of the 
1. Tsars. 
2. Tartars. 
3. Northmen. 
4. Bolsheviks. 
44 . The territory of the Soviet Union covers approximately what proportion of the 
land surface of the world? 
1. 1/3 
2. 1/6 3: 1/10 
4. 1/20 
45. By the Treaty of Brest- Litovsk, Russia 
1. gained, control over Latvia, Lithuania , and Estonia • 
2 . lost r:mch of her most valuable l and to GelrlUlany .• 
3. gained for herself a l arge part of the l and which Hitler had taken from 
Poland. 
4. lost much of Manchuria to Japan. 
46. Hhich of the following is least important in deterr;tining th~ ItJSSR 's foreign 
policy : 
l. the desire for control of warm-water ports, 
2. the desire for more l and . 
3. the f ear of attack from the West . 
4. the fear of an attempt by Capitalist nations to overthrow her Col!1Illunist 
Government. 
• 
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Part Two : MatS?hing. · In each of the f ollowing , choose the iter.:1 in the right-hand 
colwnn which is ruost oft en a ssoci<lt ed vvi th the ite.r:1 in the left-hand colurnn , and 
write the number of that item in the SlJaCe pr ovided on the answer sheet . 
Example: 
A. Leader of the Soviet Unicn l. Siberia 
2. Mos cow 
B. Capital of the Soviet Union 3. Vol ga 
4. Nichol as II 
c. Longest river in Europe 5. Stalin 
St alin is the l eader of the Soviet Union; write the figure "5" in the answer 
space besi de the l ett er "A". Moscow is t he capital of t he Soviet Union; vvr i t e 
the f i gure 11 211 i n the answer s r ace bes ide the l et t er 11 B11 • The Vol ga is the 
l onge s t river in Europe ; write the figure 11311 in t he answer space besi de the 
l e t te r 11 C11 • 
Continue t o ansvver the t es t iter:1s in t he same manner. 
47-L~9 
47. Swept acr oss Russi a from t he East and 
ruled ove r her peopl e f or 200 years . 
48. Many WGr e a r res t ed when t hey r esisted 
t he col l ecti vization of agriculture . 
49. Believed t hat Russ i a should progr es s 
accor ding to a des tiny of her own . 
50-52 
50 . Bloody Sunday 
51. St enka Razin 
52. De cenbrists 
53-55 
53. March, 1917 
54. November, 1917 
55. 1920 
56l-58 
56 . A council of workingnen and s ol di ers 
57. A r epr esentntive as sembly 
58 . A collective f arm 
59- 61 
59 . J\. t empor ary conpr omise between 
c ommunism and capita lism 
t~ . A f eder al union of partly self-
governing s t ates 
61. Rus sia 
l. Kulaks 
2 . Vies t ernizers 
3. Nihilist s 
4. Slavor:hils 
5. Te>.rta rs 
l. Civil Vvar 
2. Revolution of 1825 
3. Revolution of l 905 
4. Def eat of Narol eon 
5. Peasant r evolt 
l. Civil ~iar in Russia 
2 . Bolshevi k Revolut i on 
3. Overthrow of the Ts ar 
4 . Establisl:u:,ent of a duma 
5. Beginni ng of firs t 
Five Year Plan 
l. Pogr om 
2. Sovi et 
3. Politburo 
4. Kolkho z 
5. Duma 
l. R. S.F . S .R . 
2 . G.F.U. 
3. c.r .s .u. 
4. N.E.P . 
5 • . U. S.S .R. 
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62- 64 
62 . Associated wi th the LGague of Nations l. Ker ensky 
2. Zhuld10V 
63. Key figure in the frovisicnal Government 3. Vishi nsky 
4 . Litvinov 
64 . Regarded as one of the greatest thinkers 5. Lenin 
~· and l eaders 8f the 20th Centur y 
65- 67 
65 . LGo Tolstoi l. .Ar chitecture 
2 . Theatre 
66 . Vl adi m:Lr Uayakovsky J . Literature 
4. Science 
67 . Dmitri Hendelyeev 5. Husic 
68-70 
68 . Ivan Favlov l. Ballet 
2. Poetry 
69 . Dnitri Shostakovi ch 3. l:o.intins 
4. Science 
70 . Anna Pavlova 5. Eusic 
HAVE YOU FILLED OUT THE QUESTIONN/;IRE ON THE ANs;mn SH~iliT? 
IF NOT, DO IT NOW. 
·-
